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Held in Op inton and Practife in the 


Tae ahi lately erected in 
New England, 


- Collegted out of fundry of their own printed 
Papersand Manutcripts with other 

ee good Intelligences, 
‘BFogerher with fome fhort hints(given by the way) of their 


correfpondence with the like tenents and practifes 
of the Separatifts Churches. 


‘And fome fhort Animadverfions upon fome prin- 
) ecipal paflages forthe benefit of the 
vulgar Reader. 
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 ThePrefaceto the Reader. 

A/D ORS ive me leave before I prefent thee with the 
Bom Narration following to Apologize fome- 


My 


WY, thing for my elf. Ehave not fallen upon 


% this taske for want of other work, nor out 
of any itching much lefse ambitious defire 


BEL Jed to appeare in print, which as I never af 
BO 2 ASME) fected, fo much leffe now, when it w be- 


Son oes A comeno fingular praife. For Scribimus 
Smnesiindodtigdo Aiques wor out of any malignancte of (pirit 
against the men (whofe Church wae 1 here relate) whom fo. 
furre as I know them,I profe([e( Goa and my Confcience bearing 
me wit ne{]e,) hi ighly tolove.and hononr rathe Lord. But the firft. 
occafion of my thoughts inthis hind was, that a olemne aerec= 
ment being a goodwhilefince madebetween the brethrem of the 
_ independent way (then and fii refidingin London) and thofe 
af the oppofitejudcement, wherein ( amongst other things on 
both fides agneed upon) thofe brethren promifed then fhortly 
ta put forth a narrative of their: doctrine and prattife in 
Church courfes, that {o it might appear where the differences 
‘day s which Narrative beme once publiled (the materials | 
whereof they then profeffed. to beall ready). they alfo promifed 
to joynemith the rest tm preaching againft the Brownilts, 
Anabaptilts ,. amd other Setharies. But the fad brethren 
(ehough fundry times called pon to put forth their Narra- 
seve according to promle)haveryet not onely delayed, but: at . 


A 2 length 
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¢ The Preface to the Reader. eS 
_ Length altogether denied ro doe the {ame upon which denial. 
Zegan to cntertaine fom thoughts of making a Narrative my 
Sees, and began foto doe, but through many difcouracemenis 
Laid 1t by acaine: till of late forme of the faid brethren that had 
formerly promifed the Narrative, publifhed a Narration apo- 
: logeticall,which fecmed in title to me a performance of the for-— 
mcr ingagement , but when I had read it, I found it nothi 
lefse,as being neither full nor cleare as a Narration oucht to be, 


DA GVS 
POOP 


A But touching that Iwill fay uo more, becaufe others betterable 


SA >, 2 
CP 


have,and I hope will deale throughly with it: Onely E let the 
Reader know that upon this occafton I refumed my. former par- 
Pofé.confidering now thenecefsitie af [uch a courfe, in regard 
that not onely themfelves continued inthat way, but alfo others 
both Minifters and people.out. af ignorance or inconfideration 
mere daily draw afide theretos new. Churches were eretted acs 
. Gor ding to their moduleour Chirchesvand Ministerie,and Gods 
Ordinancesin them.began tobe neglected; flighted , deferted, 
yea contumelioully asd (reek reproached as Antichristian, 
Babylonifh falfe and null,that many were distracted and doubt= 
Silt what.to bold aka doe; and-to-sbich fide mt ine os 
thonghs.better of their mayes,and others worfe, then they defer 
ved, and both fores forwan Sof right information whit they 
were. That the fullrelasion of their wayes, if it did notturne 
ween quite of from thems, yet, atleast, might fo far prevaile a 
10 make men paufeawhilesandenquire further iwtothens before: 


LP 


they were too far. ingaged’. efbebially melt Give occafiomof a 
more full agitation of all thefe differences ia this venerable Af-: 
fembly of Divinés, nove met for confultation- about matters A 
this nature; That. all-the. printed Lookes which I had [een did: 


nor together make out aful flory;:and what was inthem here. 
and. there difperfed could nor be: (a. fatisfattorie-as.t6 feeall.. 
things togetherin a {hort Synopfis with one views That my 
felfe by divine providence had fundry jntellagences lay by me, 


: which. 
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~ The’ Preface: to:the Reader, 


_ which joyned towhat was already printed might either make Ke 
the florte compleat,or elfe might occafion and (purre on (ome G 


ether. (perhaps of themfelves )-t0. publifh a better. And lafly, Ke 
that fome of that way contrary totheir former promifes and pa- % 
étions, and laying by notonely the due regard we thinke they 
fhould have. had of their brethren of the contrary judgement, 
but alfo f the publike peace and common caufe of Reformation, 
(which by {ach atstractions is retarded) have impetuoully both: 
én Pulpit and Preffe (befides what they have. denein private) 
laboured to promote thefe their popular Church wayes, as the 
only wayes of God, and tomake all men, they could, to ds{-rellifh 
and abominate that which (for.distinition fake) we call Pref 
byterian Govermment.Thefe and other likethings (after much: 
pondering in my [pirit) at laft caft the balance, and caufed me 
torefolve to pur{ue my firftintentionin this way,as here yeu (ee. 

~ Now Lest Ibe miftaken;I defire the Reader to underftand and’ 
bearein windsthat Lintend not inths Relationto fet down all 
things whith they hold or practife im Difcipline or Church» 
Government, but fuchthings onely or for the most part where- 


bef Reformed Churches... Neither. doe I intend to: wrapup all. 
and every one of the Elders: (such lelje members ) of the New 
England Charches inthe fame imputations: Foralmuch 2s-it 1 
moft certain,that though in practifethey act generally all alrke,,. 
yet.in theiropimon. of things practifed, much-more in the 
grounds and reafonsthereof, [ome of them:doe not onely differ 
from. the refi, but-have fliffely oppofed the reft therein; which. 
Ei: write.to preferve the. ast. repute: of fome eminent . per fons: 
there, from {uch cen{uresand hard opimions as. others. of them, 


perhaps, may feeme to merit, andimcurres. °° 
Lastly, becaufeevery common Reader cannot fo: eafily dif 
cern.and difiingwi(h of allthings herepre[en:ed to himstherfore 
E crave lave ered partto.give him {ome few divettion.: Firft, . 
. A3. hee 
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The Preface to the Reader. | 
wone at all, becaufe the things alferted im the Article are appa- 
rant by the proofs of other Articles fore-going,or by the generall 
tenour of the whole difcourfe, out of which the Reader himfelf 
may caftly (if he be willing \ make out amore full proofe.6.Nor 
#5 tt alwayes to be expected, that the proofes under’ every 
Article fhould reach every Puncilio in that Article, fo the 

fubftance be proved,the reft will necelfarily follow of their own 
accord. 7. Nor that every proofe fhould make good every part 


of the Article , I hope it may fuffice if all the proofes together 
will doe it amongst them. 8. Laftly, the Reader must know: 


that when he finds quoted, An{.to 32.q. and Anf. tog. Pof. 
and Difcourfe of Cov. he # to look for thefe in the booke 
lately publifhed by M* H. Peters. | Cott. cat. I call that 
Treatife printed under M« Cottons name of Church conftita- 


tion by way of queltion and anfwer. There are alfo cited two 


other printed Letters under the fame name. When thon meeteft 
with Apol. that #, The Apologie of the Churches in 


_ New England for Church Covenant, which I have by me 


40 4 Manufcript. Moft of the other quotations are of Letters be- 
sween friend and friend: when you have Rob. Apol. that be- 
longs to the Allegation of the Brownilts, and ws a dijtiné 
book from the former Apology. The reft are more eafie. Now 
the ble(Sing of Heaven goe with this poore Pamphlet, that it 


whereuntoit is devoted. Amen. _ 
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PP wiwe Chtrch Courfes gene- 
~ rally held in opinion and pra-" 
i) -@ife by the Churches lately. |: .; 
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- Concerning 4 Plat-forme of Church-Govermment 

Z <<" and Difcipline in general, © 0 
«His is to be obferved and remembred all. 
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along, that all the Churches in New Exg- 
_ land, Apecially within Maflachufets bay, 
at New * Plimmouth, Quillipsacke, and 
about the river of Connettecure ate of one. 
? ~ ~and the fame way in Church Confticuti- 
‘en, Government ahd. Difcipline, without any material dif= 
ference, fo that what may be truly faid of any one of them, 
may bebeleeved of them all. e4n/- to 32.4. p.82,. 7,C.to 
AH.’ 9.77 .inanfw.to 10,.Q- 7D. to L.H. So alkaftirme 


un0 07. 


and pradife : 
ret st the Churches be all of the fame way,Quere whether they. be rot 
‘way,at leaft,in praétife: the rather if thar be true which MF 
at Plimmoutbtold W. Re 
Plinmouth to crave their: 
that Church much commended by I.C. 


% 


diteQion in Church-ceurfes,and made'them the 


2.Yet 


RRATION _ 


Browwnift)f6 whend% 


penboue any alteration, fo farre a8 ever:Lcould learne, If therefore they and thkey4 
Fhat the réft of the Churchesin Now Eng. came at firft tothem 
in his printed lecterz to M'W” fp 13. 
B. 
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2. The Church st NGS 
Plimmouth was (as |\8o, 
am informed) one G9 
the firfl Charches thd a | 
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is 


wasfetled there 3 -haj Neg 
ving been a’ part of M9 
Robinfons Church i) 35! 
Holland (that famow) ¢ 
A A 
they brought. wit 
them their... Churdlya 
opinions.and.praGi ft} & 4 
into N.S. and whidiAe 
they there Rill holy WA 


all of the Sepatati 


y7.ani eminent man of the Churd/Z94 
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jtxa& uniformity. a- 
noneft all their chur- 
BA happen without 


iny. expreffe agrees 


| imoneft them. 
I! Salty 


| wally a Plat-forme,if 
herefore this be in- 
onvenient or.unlawe 
all, hovy can that: be 
tified >. Again, let 
‘he Reader obferve 
hac. the. Anfwerers 
in Anfto 3209.p.53, 


rt 
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> How fhould fuch an 
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A Narration of. ome Charch-Courfes : 
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2. Yet have they no fet Plat-forme folemnly agreed up- 
on amongft them. But onely they have >all acted them- 
fame way. 7.W.inanfw.toto, Q. - 


felves into one and the 


V.S.tOW.R.- 


| nent ? Not by miraculous providence, nor immediate infpiration, I fuppofe. If by the cleare 
iwidence of the way reveiled in the Scriptures,and thining forth tothem,then its a wonder thar 
| to other Churches in the world fhould fee that light which yet all"the Churches in N. E.and 
[ll their members do fo clearly fee, as to pra@tife uniformlie without difference, much mote 

bat all other Churches fhould oppofe it. If by imitation and prefident,one following another, 
| Then quere, whether this be nota more rationall courfe, and likely to be leffe erroneous, that 
| he Churches thould joyntly-confider of, agree upon, and in writing fet down a fet Plat-forme 
iccording to Reafon and Scripture-Rule,to be obferved amongft them,rather then to tye chem~ 
| elves fo to prefident, which if clofely followed is flavith, and worfe,if-loofly, will foon breed 
| lifferences, if-not divifions, And it is not unknoyne that fome fuch have becne already 


: Tes The reafon why they have no fet Plat-forme agreed: 
| Is nota Pattern, vir- . 


npon is rendred by fome of them, tobe becaufe fuch an one 


is unneceffary ; yea, ¢ inconvenient, if not utterly unlawfull,. 


at leaft fo as to be impofed on the Churches ; as 7.77. inanf.. 


‘toa. 9.implieth, where he faith, We all walke in the fame © 


way but not by any publike andfolemne agreement, as pre-. 
{cribing to-any what. to doe.. See the Anf.to 3.2.9. p.63.64, 


at large. 


\jithout adding, aleering, or omittin 


4) (peake of fuch a Plat- forme of DoGrine and Difciplin 
f Faith and pra@ife, fo thacall men mnft beleeve and walke according to thar Plat-forme. 
{but of a Plateforme fo impofed, the queftion whereto. 
rey anfwer was not put,nor reafonably could beunderftood ; Nor is there any fuch amongft« 
ive. Peoteftant Churches, who acknowledge allcheir plat-formes imperfed, intend to binde. 
lemfel yes thereto no Longer shor further then they thal! fee them warranted by Gods word,and 

‘yerefore alwayes leave themfelves.a libertie to adde to, alter,.or repeale any thing therein, as. 
S| sod dhall give tem more light: that claute therefore fo inferted, ferves for no other ule but 
|) pura ereater odiuma,upon the queltion, and 4 fairer gloffe won the anfwere then either of - 
“jemdeferved, Befides ifa tyrannical and imperious impofition of a Plat-forme be foevill in 


e,and{o impofed [asa binding rule. 


E| \eireyes, (as.alfo it is in outs)then why do they forigoroully prefle others (har come.amongf-; 
R| \jcm) rofuch a perfedt conformitie to their prefident, To that they permit no man whatfoever to. 
-tamember in any of their Churches,.or partake with them in any Church-fellowship, un« 


S| Geheexa@ly enter in their-way of entting, and. walke in their order, Nor will owne. 
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P| hets.as Siftcr-Churches that differ from.them (ehough bat jn fome things) in Church Dilti-.. 
| jhe 2ALl which to be fo will after appeare: Is.nor.this really a more rigid impofition of 

_ ef pattern, then any Charch ever ufed in urging of their Plateforme ? and that the more 

- fofferable becaufe in ocher Churches therule :sagreed wpon,and (forthe time-at leaft) fixed, 

" \d publikely held forth in writing,(o thata man may underftand beforeshand what he binds _ 


hime.. 
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in New England. 


himfelfe unto, and what he may Looke for afterwards, Whereas our brethrens courfe is held 
forth obfcurely in pra@ife only, and how long that pra@ife will continue uniforme in all thein 
Churches, yea, or in any one of them, he can have no affurance, nor how often or how farce) 
they may change he cannot tell 3 fo that he makes bura blinde bargaine atthe belt. Obj, There D 
isa Plat.forme fent over iately called, The way of the Churches in N.E. Anfw. True,but s.thatlone 
ig but ameere relation of what hithertothey have pra@ifed without any obligation (by vertueio 
of any agreement) to the fame courfes hereaftere 2. Its compiled by one patticular man, noaXy 
confented to by thereft, as from thence we are informed, and therefore warned by fome of Vo 


shemfelves,fo to look at it,and no otherwife. 


| Cuap. dl. : aed 
Of the true vifible Church of Chris in general, 
| ana the bounds thereof. 
¢.™yTHey currantly hold that there is no vifible Church of 
“T Chrift now in thedayes of the Gofpell, but. a parti- 
cular Church, which may confift of a very {mall number, as 
47,8, or 9. perfons, but may not. exceed the numberof fo 
many as conveniently may and ordinarily doe meet: toge- 
ther in one Congrecation,in the fame place, and at the fame 
times, for the folemne worfhip of God to their mutuall 
edification. Axn/.to 32.9-p.9.10. 43. Cott.cat.p.t. Anf.to 
9.Pof-p.62. R.MAtoW.R. H.w.to Matter B. 
oa See Pobuf.plea,p.250. Rob. Apol.p.12. Robjuftif. 
| pp, 107.108.1411. 


Gtted for exercife of Church power. 
offend his brother, rhe 


to the firft,the party offended ,ro joyn in the fecond admonition, 
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a Quaere, 1. WhetheiXy 
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make up {uch acom: ot 
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For fuppofe one of the 7, or 8. members of this Churcl5) 
brother offended admonifheth him, he denies it, one or two more.o Y 
them mutt be called in to witneffe it, yet he relenes not, one or two more yee mutt be jornen 
yet ftill he is obftinate, no i) 
the matrer thould be brought to the Church, who muft be another company from the former 
(for they are all plaintiffes or witne ffes,and therefore cannot be judgesin the caufe) Alfo thar 


‘ 


Church maf be in reafon a greater body,and of higher authoritie then the former, but in thiQ, 


{malt number of 7. or 8, where will fuch a Church be found? Therefore in. a Church confi? 
fting buc of 7. 8. or 9.00 cehfure can paffe, much leffe any other Church a@ be fped. AgaineyZ 


how can [o few either imploy,or ordinarily maintaine officers 


Church Ordinances regularly ? bP Ate fea : 
as It may be a.quere whether this particular Church 
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of fo many fores as themfel vei, 
hold neceflarie in every Church ? and if they cannot have officers, how fhould they havjye 


may lawfully be no more in numbe 
fince the Apoftles Churches (molt at leaft if not all) conf 
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place, and at the fametimes for all Gods publike Worthip to Edification, For which fee more 
in Mafter Ratberfords and Matter: Bals late Treatifes, Neither doe we ever read of any more: - 
Churches inone place’or citie,and the neighbourhood, but one, which (though multiplyed.ne= ~. 
Aver fo much) yet was never fubdivided into more Churches then one, yer might be and were 
Wo thany as poMbly could nor meet together inone congregation for Worthip, unleffe both the 
| "place were very (pacious( which ufually they then had nor).& withall che Minifter thar did offi-. 

ciate’ had both a bodie of braffe,and voice like.a Trumpet.Men of ordinaty ftrength not being: 
! bole to fpeake audibly to above tvvo or three thoufand ar. the molt, and moft men not co-one,, 

Auch leffe can half fo many communicate at the Lords Table.at once, .Befides, how will ever, 

ny competent number in countrey villages,and places leffe populous, be ever joyned together 
into one Church, efpecially if we be fo curtows in choice of-our members.as'our N, £-brcthren» 
lare > Surely we muff either take {ach inconfiderable numbers as they doe, and as can neither 
limploy nor maintaine Church-officers (which would bring with itunfuftersble inconveniens 
| (ces) or eife they muft be fetclred from places. fo far diftane, as muft force them cither to travell 
| far from cheir feverall abodes to the famé meeting place for worthip Wiater and Summer, or 
ite many of them to be without all ChurcheOrditiances, or toenjoy them. rarely ; the former 
I of which is oppreffive to their bodies, the later injurious to their fouls, neither of them feemes 
| Futable to the goodnefle and wifedome of Gad; who (a8;’ts [aid of che Sabbath) hach made 


le btirch.ordinances for mannot man for Church-ordinances, . But I intend no difpute,I only 
|Propousd my doubes, gs tidinac disaifvauy soci ae era 


as ia fach fence -,20, Therefore they deny all ¢ Nationall and Provinciall 
as the Jewith: church Churches, Much More ah. BAY erfall vifible Church in any 
(west For they hada. fenfe., e4i/.to 9."Paf-p.62.63.00, efpol.p-7.23, B.AL.ta 

pplatevof National £2, p.2. ak SPS eS i ow 

vmeetingthe Temples * Re ME PAT Wh ey 
Wa nitionall worfhipia ipsa Sia et: oh * Lh . ~ ° be eR ; 4 Hck Shs. JU. ech wens AS 
“he factifices nationall officers'the Prics's, \andtherefote at certaine: times. all themation (ree 
Syefentatively inthe males) came up to that place and werfhip.’ Bue-(chough not in that) yet 
‘nome other fenfe may be admitted both a Nationall Church and Provinciall, yea, and Diocee 
(ho too 3 38 aDomefticall Church, Rom-16. § Philem.2. AS. all the {cattered Jewith Churches 
Ave ealled one flock; 1 Pet.5.2. and all the Genrilith Chriftian, Churches. prefent were called 
hne Jieche Sifter ,Cant.3,8.And the Jeyvith Chriftian Chueches yetito come are called one. Bride, 
‘NedeLtg.7. And che Scriptures oft: fpeake of many Churches, or,all, as one in. the finzular 
“Namber pr con 10,324 FE phe/i3. 10s Gal.i.2g. by reafon.of fome bonds by which they are united 
logether: And our bréthrenthemlelves.do fomerimes acknowledee an univerfall viftble Church 
Pai § | Uehongh-ufually they deny it) as Apol.pes 6.21.37,40. yea, and officers too, of that Catholique 
FANG t )Sharch, viz. Apoftles and Evangeliits, which therefore (whi-esthey remained) baptized pere 
= i Asioto that iGhurch wherefoeverthey met with them withoug, any elpee to ACONZTEQATI Ow 
S)) tal Church; asithemfel ves acknawledges 1, Viwea Lao ro,yo lini gorse wot ol nas wet, 
¢ f got VW S5505 Ka SY aNSS Vif bre tal onl 94485 of rie Toast: 4] 

B| Yee(ometimesthems. .. 3. Alfo they deny all freprefentative Churches,: whether 
''flves areforced roufe, the officers of one’ particular Congregation’ reprefenting 
oauffionets or Mel. thar Church.in the judicature-within it felfejor thé Com- 
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miffioners of {everall:Churchesineeting together'in a@coms the whole bo fee: 

- pound Presbyterie or Synod-repretenting: all-thofe Churches fent."As at heres A 

by whom theyarefent. - wee So) Mitariod OF any-aewes 

Rab ajuftif. HOM UR reads So church , as after fol X 

‘aati "Ryths “5 eerie > lowes. So in their pri 

vate examinations of members to be admitted, Asaftertco. Efpecially in their late Synod a8) 

Cambridge in NUE, And alwayes that part of the Church which 1s prefent includes others thalgl 

are abfent by reprefentation,and the males theywomen, » >. ~ Vo) 

“4. Thisparticular vifible Church they define'to this effec, | oo 

It is a myfticall body whereof Chrift is the’héead; the mém- j Here is intimatedsst 

bers are Saints,called out of the world, and“unired together Se ntPocr how mady 
into § one, Congregation by an holy Covenant to worthip | 

the Lord.and editié one another in all ‘his holy ordinances, Congregation:s nol 


| euind faid ofthe numi 
NOMC SuMEAS FIO DRI berho : NO; 
thinks regard fhould-have been»had of the one as well.as the other, ieft.a sede i eae vA 
cutand mangle the Churches of Ged into (uch finall feds, as will not onely eeation numlee 
berlefie differences amongft themfclyes, but alfo render them odious and contemptible ro al 7 
men, Which we feefrequently fals outamongft the Brownif’s that.follovy. the fame chirch 
couifes as chefe our brethrendo, .2, Neither is here any mention of thechurch-officers as any} 

part, of this definition. . But how can this beacompleat crganicall body, fvted-for exetcife olf 

all funG@ions of the body, where there are. not {ome to be tongues.and eyesias well-as. others BD 
be hands and feet. thereto: i.e, fome to rule,is wellas othersito be ruled.2 XO 


Corticat.p.1. An[w.to 32.4. p.13.° 
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therennto,.and how the fame may be known. 
1."¥ He matter of'a true vifible Church, is either infants,or 
~o’a! petfonsof age and tinderftanding.5.5;,. 


: mod yoo ein’ the vifibles Church 
~. 2: In-perfons of age they require‘firit chatithey: be all reall’ -thould be Saints,holy sae 
& Saints,fincere beleevers, not onely having common gifts, *¢ sea he anes 
BT ea TU eee lines cong anki 
ereail internal holmeffe. Tharis abfolutely neceffary to Church eftate, this not; what thalke 
become of odvintants‘elfe? we-thall excludethent'as Adabaprifs’ doe, unlefle we fly to thay 
dhiftwhich Rob. ¢ ju/fif. p-309-) doth, that albinfantswichin the Church are truly conyerst V4 
and.{oas St materials tor a Chuich-as che bett elder peopleares. 4 

2,Réallandintcrnall holineffe isdoubrleffe required of all Charchemembers, viz. in for fe 
paint Ce unto acceptation with God, but not ip forg.exterxo, and unto admiflion into thy < : 
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|were a falfe Church, 
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| aimer fenfe all are 
| bousd ta be holy, not 
| in this latterzRs Bor if 
\itwere fo effentiall, 


| Fhen either: that all 


(C7e| } Admit it were ne- 
Kip.) teflary ad eft ecclefie 
A —Yharall the members 
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Hl Yer Mill the queftion 
Anight be by wharrule 
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3.There is adouble Chriftians. Anf,x0 32.9.p.8.9.Difcourfe of Cov.p.s. Auf. 


to 9.Pof.p.6y.70.rApal.p.200.21.43.Cort.cat.p.t.4. R. M, © 

to£.B.p.5.y- Faget eh ck cpaniersone eR, enh 
So Rob.juft.p.t 1.33.41.47.48.61.91.254. 

Yea,convincingly uch, 7.G.to 7.G. | 


Meek and humble fpirits, for feare they fhould abufe their 


Church-power. E.0. tow.R: 


_ Voide of infincere ends in feeking of Church-Communi- 


3. That the Church may confift of none but reall Saints, 


fofarre asin them lies, they hold the Church is bound to 
make iftri-inquirie, and takeexaét triall of all fuch per 
fons as are tobe admitted into Church-fellowfhip : yea, fo 
much and fo long, ‘as untill they have throughly approved 
their finceritie. Difcourfe of Cov.p.19. Anf.to 9.P fh 7 
: ic | 44 pole 
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_ perfon,If'thy brother fay itrepenteth me, thou shalt forgive him, 9, Whether the fame rules 
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efpol.p.2.43. R.AL.to E.B.p.5. R.A. to T.8, This late whether by the rule 
giveth this advice to his friend intending to goe over, Above of a large charisiayA 
all things let thofe that come to N. E. fearch their eftate YWhish belecveth and % 

i all things J\W 
well towards God, and make their calling {ure before they ape tg ~ 
come, For if mencome to offer themfelves to be members. f fant ified ae doaee 
of any Church here, their evidences will be rhen viewed and. not give convinei ng 
feanned, and fearch will be made what they can fay-for and _ unqueftionable 
themfelves to fhew both their cutting off from fin. and ina P'oofe of the contra W 
grafting into Chrift; and many other fuch warnings from: (72% ofa fii feverieyA 


tie in accouiting non oN! 
thence we have had. , tobe fo, but fach as 
See Barr.difc.p.3 3. Rob guftif.p. 25 52256, Rob. give convincing and Yo) 
Apol.p. 81. Can.nece/s.of feparation, pol 67. er pry bre =) ¢) 
‘ F ~y j ‘ c = s at t € «are ; Lint F, 
deed? And whether in this inquitie the church is to accept of -all faire overturcs cautetveng ZQ 
Grace, in fuch as offer themfelves, as fufficient, for the prefent, to admiflion,or muf more a are NO 
rowly fearch and found mens hearts to the bottomic ?feeing the Scripure (sith toa particular Jes 


will not by proportion reach alfo to a whole Church ? and fo by confequent to church-admifliz 4 
on ?- neither doe we read of any fuch ftri@ examination, in admiffion of members,mentioned ini! 
Sctiptures, bur that men were accepted upon very eafie-and'generall termes, NO, 
The reafon why they keeptheir Church-doores fo clofe fhut, is good and plaufible in it fel. | 7A 
but applyed to this courfe feemes-to caft an afperfion upon Chrif#, that hath made no fuch rule 4 
of prevention, and upon the Apoftles and their Gliurches which pratifed none. fuchthatever aw 
weread of; and feemesto be both againit charicie, that fufpeds-no «vill ;.and. againtt-Cchris jf 
Rian wifdome too 3 For whether is it agreater huit tothe Church to admit of fome{yea many) Ke . 
hypocrites, or to keepe out of the Church ‘(through fuch unwarranted {crupuloficie) formel ou! 
(though but-one, or a few) fincere Chriflians > yea, again Juttice too, r.In refpe of hy 2p} 
pocrites whom and their children to exclude from oucward Churchspriviledges (if God havel Ne 
not excluded them) is much more injuricus then to-pull the clothes off their backes. or their} 
meat out of theirmouthes. 2. Efpecially to fome fincere Chriftians and their infants. as it mad 
fall out,to whom by all righe,both beforeGod and men Churcheordinances doe bélone who X 
yet by this flritneffe are defrauded of the fame,” ; zy iY 
4.In which. triall they ufe to require, firft, ‘Letters: of: * Donbileffe any of Da 
recommendations from other Churches’ or'perfons abfent,  thefetrialsmay-be ¢a«\/4 : 
Anf't0 32:4. p.28.29. Apol.p.¥. “ike bee 9 se the lpn 
Secondly, Teftimonie of their own members prefent, if they befor ation (5 
there be any that know the parties, eFpol.p.t: eta: to: beyond due-meafure <tY 
32:9. p.24. As 1,if all thould bel/Z94 
- Thirdly, Experience of their Converfation. amonglt : tequired to. concur cls KPA 
themfelves:. In taking up cf which Experience fome=- 2° 2dmiflion, where-| 
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exam touching theirknowledge 
ciples of Religion.’ “Aaf: OZR .gipPrszegcityas 
upon Pauls teftiasonte, And (where other 
ierice alone of taniele ffe converfation,for a reafonble time 
+o the contrary) may feemiea 


ae / this be not boorleffe: Ww hofoever, he De that comes, (though the belt khowne, and 
@) Jand incffe@ualls See. molt eminently godly) muft be examined,&c.. r 
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theit Siffer-churches doe,and bow they walke ih the Lord, “For want of (ach a Rule, by the. 


WIRD Bladen 


the union, give the affurance,&cr The fameshand writes, The Churches here admit no ne:bue N 
upon conteffion of their Faith, and an humble, commemoration before; God. and the Ghurch 
how God hath wrought withthem, and how farre and. in what manner he hath gone. along KS 
with themis their Yocation,&c.’ Now (thefe things before premifed being well confidered } RX 
I aske again, if it be nora thingimpoffible for many good,ioules ( fit for Church-Societie 
and who haveright to Churcheurdinances) to render {uch.an account, and in {uch manner tal Xe . 
the fatisfaGion of a multitude concerning the foundneffe of their converfion, : Va 
_. Yea, 4. TL aske whether fo to ex iG it be not a greater ufurpation and tyranny over the foulsige 
and confciences of men then the Bifhops themfelves (though bad'enough) did ever exercife? _ AW 
~) 5. Tfthere muft needs be fuch an account given both of mens knowledge arid grace, were ig %) 
not better aid fafér that a fet and flanding Rule were by common agreement made according % 
to.Gods Word, for tsiali of both, and thisone and the fame (ior fubfance at leaft) inail thelva! 
Churches, durable,and to continue. the fame without variation (unleffe upon cogent neceflitie) 
Writcen and recorded, and fo made publike not onely ta the Churches and. cheir members wha NC 
areto be meafured thereby, byt alfo td other’ Churches, whom ic may toncere to know. what ip 
WD} 
courte which they ufe) many inconveniences may follow, as inthe flronger that can {peake Ou 
better,may grow fpiriiuall pride of their own abilities, and contemptof others that are weakerg/® 
In the weaker,envie.at thofe thardoc betrcr then themfelves,and difcouragement, being atraidN ny 
to cir themfelyes co triall, becaufe they know not whether they thall be judged fit or no, on As 
haying offtredthemfelves,and repulfed a will hardly offer chemfelyes againe, but rather tive % 
they and thei¢sourofthe Church a]i their dayes : or being accepted and adniitted, yet there SS 
meinbrance of cheir own weakneffe, perhaps abfurdneff, in delivering themfelyes before fuchi¥for 
a multitude,when ozhers have done fo farre better, and with more acee prance then themfelyes| Wy 
fticking by them'may much rebate the edge of that little goodneffe that isin them. And in theses 
whole Church, or many therein, it may occafion partialitie, with more indulgence to fome)’ 8) 
and tigour to-others, crrours'and miftakes either on the right or left hand, either in the under Ke 
flanding ofdivine traths, of in laying out the true and certaine evidences of Grace, yea diffe YM 
rences and difcord between feverall Churches, or the members of the fame Church thereabout!: oA 
and about the perfons admitted or repulfed, admittable or not admittable into the Ghurch, 7 . 
6. This declarationis made firft in private before either ” 
fome of the officers,or other :perfons betrufted withthe ex- = Why may nor chiA} 
amination of the perfons to be admitted And after allo im officers,or fome primp 
m publike before all the Church (though never fomany)and, ™*a with them bdyey 
thar-fo as to the conviction andfatistactionef them alls. 4afc teafted with their pri Ker 
£0:32.gops 235246. Anf.to-9: P0fpiO2..JOe Apol.p. 25 3946 fufficientjand their tav/g 
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member to be admitted, as wellas fora whole Church tobe approved? (as in Chap. s.followy 24 
ihg ) Of the inconvehiciices of bringing ‘all things to the examination of the multitude, fe 
afrer. F ’ . ; 


Ithath been informedyand.is credible, that multitudes of-our-Englith in N.E. yea, the mi4hioy 
jos part of them areithere. ous of Church edna foborltchey. andiheiss live little better thiel 
| ‘ aes = Hearthe if 


ESV EV OS ee ow — — = ——— - —~ a ) Ga 
POBIa OY OP(O OP LO OVA OPE RVPAC PFS Se ee ee 


| 
: 
(? 


oe als 


e to ae ses e A Narration of fone Church-Cour{es 


i ~ \ 


: fideathens, {ome o which before they went were Here reputed good folkes, and gedlypeople : 
vA |} (Bur is noethis ourbrethrens rigour one of ‘the caufes thereof? If it be, they had need to have 
ONG fyery cleargand found grotinds for what they doe, or elfe if will be an heavie reckoning for 
Bead || hem one days “Chat many amoneft'them ore out. of the Church, See Apol.p.3 3,26. vanf. to 
WES || /32-que/t.pe7. Matter F.t0.1,B, E.O. to WR. and fome good onestoo: LP. toW.R. A.de - 
MG. ||to Maltere, uf eu A ey. 
ye |\h' sein ite | | 

if Ifce ino reafon for’ 7. When any member of any of the Churches of their 
[this difference , not own way, goe from one Church to another, ® onely as tra- 
lpcabion ei brant vellers, or fojourners for the time, they are admitted to Sa- 
Wem porarie, or trani- Cfaments, onely bringing with them letters of recommen 
lent, and fiacd, inthis dationfrom their own Church. Aa/- to 32.9. p.29. But 
|\gafer Tf {uch exaétnefs when‘any fuch member comes from one of their Churches. 
fnuft’ be bad in -the to another to be admitted.as. afixed member there,chen he 

| Pha Ringe is not admitted (notwich{tanding any letters of reeommen- 
i\) ef “ oe atic dation,. or any other te{timoniall or evidence whatfoever)y: 
By this (xi@ courte Without fucha new o Examination as aforefaid, and as if he 
hey tell us chey have had never been examined nor admitted into Church-So- 
4 ie peed, fp cietie before. § Anf. to 32..q>:p+299 39+. Anft0 9.P0f.p.O20. 
HOLLOW, Both in tne _- ; ga ae as - E 
Witcovering and Cas. eApol.P 237995 35> Saevan . 
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iyut they do nor tell us what evall. Hovy many godly,have been ‘Kept. outof ChurchsSocietic by 
i 
f or. fatishe fo curious 2 . | : : | 

Hroved not the courfe, and therefore couldnotfubmit uaroit: But LEE dock eoammacnene 
| an 


Hhis courfle, (ee before. S . 


[fits soa ces |, &.Notwirhtanditg ail thistigeur and friGnefft, fomed 
Magee te) 390 times they will aflure us tharthe Churches ufe grearindul-. 
‘Alfie be pe mind ‘f , gence.in:their trial, and ftoope unto very P low termes, that. 
si Pe Arid. 2 as they may take menanto Church-fellowthip. Auf to 32. 9. 
P| | o che reson fore. pe Sethe knowne Gadkpare prefentlysadmicted upon ther 
Ky = ia: vit. Idk they. Own delire. 7.7.to MB faith, If aimanbe humble,and have 
4 sould admit an har-’ an earneit defire, thongh he be but ina waiting condition, i€: 


BA Wie sito eye Bee ones ae a 
| Leos bofome of) jn other things he make confcience of his wayes, he knowes . 
Vihrift, im flead of-a Per “ye ; Sar 
raft Spoufe, how can they remit any degree of that rigour, contrary to the mind of God: If 
‘Wbe nothismind, how-dare men-vénenre’fin ther into the fearch of other mens hearts,or in « 
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no man of wit will denié him to ‘become. d.member.: The | m 
fame man to P. H.- If your minifters were-here; théy would . @ 
not think us too ftridtbuit coo remiffe m:-Difeipimie.. Isthink , x 
‘in time we fhall grow like old £2 gland: E.C.td RG; But : 2 
_ of their abatements fee ‘after more particularly, 0 S04 20. a 2 


9, Thus far of the firlt (which is the maine), thing they | 
require in perfons to be admitted into Church-fellowihip, 4 t)i0 i very oor 
te + reall Saint(hip. A terol ie hak etic ‘Batice _Ebisris very. goo 
viz, trueand reall Saintfhip. A fecond is, that they De ftich & comfortable: when 
as can cleave together bothin opinion and affection, Ds/- it may behed butfup ox 
courfe of Cov.p.4. and that-there be a futablenefle and: pole lome differ froma. 
fweetnefle of {pirit in’ them,apt'to clofe one with another. "8. 1 Opinion, 4 < 


. Cott. notes of the Church in fol. p. 2,3. points infcriour? may} 
f+ Cott : fe P-398 eH they not be admictedgy 


dnd colletated'in thar, fo long as they benot turbulent or-infeQidus 2 And what if men be of ¥ 
more fowre and cynicall difpofitions (by nature) muft no body. admis them inte Church-fele “2 
lowship? muft they and theirs be for ever kept out of the Church, ‘and from all Church-ordigQQ}j 
nartces and-priviledges; (chough they faould have truth of grace, as’tis poffible they may) beaiya 
‘caufe of fome invincible remaines of an harth and crabbed conftitution- 2 


3 Phe 
y (ry 
WO; 
€ 


10.4 thirdis, that they ' cohabite together, as neere as rv Doubtleffe a goody 
may be, for their better mutuall watching one over another. rule,agrecing to Scrip AY 
Difcourfe of Cov.p.4. Cotticat.p.5e0) 008 ! pture Pattern, and chi : 


with they that hold it forth, fo Aeidtly to other's did not needle fly ferve from it'themfelves 


reafon good : I coul¢4 
Ne 
eg 


For whceteas ourLaw hath tyed 21f ment dwelling within fuch’ aridfuch precings to meet toy) 
oéther in fuch a’place, under‘luch a Minifterie for Gods publake worfhip and exercife of Church Ry; 
dutics,fome of them (contrary to:this good Law) deftroy, thefe (fo far forth atleaft) orderli ge 
confociations, pull afunder our erue (though not pure) Chriffiin. Chorches,and patch up othewA 9) 

of their owa making gotten fome from one parith,(yea,towne, citie’) (ome trom another, dye NA 
ling many miles afunder, and therefore feldome or never meeting: together, buat at publilyy/ 

worthip, when they have both their holy-day clothes and courfes on; whereby “other pagai 

flors are robbed of their fheepconfufion is bred inthe Churches the patcern of Scripture Chu , 
ches is forfaken, which éver defcribes the members of each Ghutely by clic plate of their cohayfoJ 
bitation, and (befides other inconveajences) the maine end pretended for their fo firme anjX 
clofe uniting by Covenant, viz. mutuall watching ver each other,is utterly prevented. 


31. A fourth thing is, they mult be fnch"as know what { Therefore, if aq 
belongs to  Church-covenant, and.approve thereor. 7.P.to 1" denice, or by 
WR. TG to? G Ze sie 24 ys lhl oh an) doabrof this Churel 7 
. ; ay 8 7 covenant ( viz. as divas 
Rina from the Covenant of Giace) their Churchdoores axe for ever fhut againthim. Gao} 
helpe me then ot.d eeaye* pr 
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_ 12, Laflly, they: mutt feeke and defire Church-member~ 
'{hip,and:Church-fellowfhip (eéziin theit way of it.) Apol. — 
p1t.39. ‘Difcourfeof Cov. pq. F.. Anf.t0 10. Queft, 
I.WAtOT iS: Anf.to 32-4.p.8. Cort.cat.p.4, ‘which if they 

Bee oxaay tor doe not, they account them:* defpifers of it, yea;wicked.and 
| i ok Dea Pa nie gracclefle perfons, and fo unworthy of it. . e4po/. p. 25526, 
fceed out of humilitie, 27234: Anf.to 9.P of-p.63. Anf.to 32.9.p.21. P.Wankto 


' : r : 
he This is hartheft of 


Hormodeftie (though 10, que/f. Difcourfe of (ou.p.28. 

PE || |jnwarrancable ) ige Fee es cere is GEC ER org Sod | 
7 || norance or téaderneffe of confcience, as (crupling their covenant, and the courfes following 

i[it, difcouragement,or the like: Men forget the royall law of love,Fo dee as they weuld be done 

ro. Some call fharply for, charities Charicie, to themfeLves, that thew, but flender chasitie to 

| jlothers. foes | <a SS : Bric sient ha sek F 


ols Ni Concetning the admiffion of infants, fee after in the 
'9. Cuap. of Admiffion, &c. - spose ooint 


(Heepe confideration , 4): ; Bit eh otore tema : 
Nox it. will touch tbe Chriftand one to another, which therefore they. count ab 


ee-hold ( not: onel 
} ees Sth Chur. true Church. D ifcourfe of Cov. Pp: 5-1). Anf. to Zr Jo 
thes, but alfo) of all p+ 9s 39+ Apol.p. 6,9, 17, 1920, 21; 24) 25) 38, 39. Cott. 
‘ihe Churches in the gar paso.» | 
Ros if sents the Without this no true Church,nor true Church members, 
je 0 ry all Gauter pall are-harlots and concubines. Apol.p.20,24. Difcourfe 
of Cov. p. 14,18, 19, 20,21,24. | ie 
Without it all:men are without the Church, (for which 
they ufually cite 1. Cor.5.12.) and uncapable of any Church 


priviledge, Apol.p.6,11,13 319320524525 ,2733 8)39342: Di/- 


id conr[e of CoV.p.17,22,28. Anf to 32.q. p-1¥y 21, 24, 38. 
KP? Anf.0 9:P of.p.69. 4 ou | 
ty | So-the Separatifts.: Rob. ju/tif: p..75,7935 6,81, 
i ; $2,85,86,110,210,207,23 1,257,351» 
oe en a eee ; Z 2__ No 
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2. No other tye, nor all others imaginable without this, 
they conceiveare not fufficient to knit men together into 
one Church, nor is there any other way of admiifion into 
fhe Church but by this. Not vifible profeffion and practife 
of truth and holineffe (though never fo compleat and fin- 
cere.) Therefore they fay * fob and Afelchifedck. ( with 
others fuch eminently Godly) were yet no members of the 
vifible Church, becaufe not within this Church covenant. 
Anf.t09.Pof.p.66. Difcourfe of Cov.p.14. Anf.to 3.2.g. 

-28,37. Nor *Baptilme. As/: to 32.9. 12. Nor coha- 
bitation, Diftourfe of Cov. p.14, 20, Nor voluncary and 
ufuall frequenting the fame place of worthip, fabjeCting a 
mans felfe to the fame officers and lawes of government, 
nor joyning himfelfe in all holy fellowthip both publike and 
private with the fame focietie. Diftourfe of Cav.p.2¥. Nor 
the law of theland‘made by the Magiftrates authoritie, with. 
our own implicite confent in Parliament, appointing that 
all Profeffours of Religion that fit down within fuch and 
fuch precinets, fhall be of fucha Societie or Church. Apol. 
p-14. Nor all thefe together. without the Church covenant;. 
which only is fufficient to doe it. Auf: to 32.9. p.24. Dif 
courfe of Cov.p.5,14,18-21,24,25, Apol.p.1 9324, 


{ay that Baptifme admits not into the viGtble 
admiffion indeed ufually goes before Bapt, Bor infaats of 


mance of it, 1s both aGed and fealedat oncein Baptif{me,which is (as.it 


Church ; The contrary whereunto, 
neither Popifh nor Anabapr. but may well paffe for. Orthodoxe (as_ufually. it-doth amon 
Divines) it we doe but diftinguith between admiflion into the ¢b. realLand formall, betwee/A? 
the {ubftance of the thing and the ceremonic,or formalitic thereof, The fubftance and real NYY 
parents within the Church, are bor WA 
witha the Church,and_fo really within it before they be baptized. And beleevers of ee 
king open profedfion of their faith and repentance, are. ip/a fatto.made. members. of the yifibl? 
chucch by their viible profeffion. But the formall admiffioa of both ia the. folemne perfoiioy 


were) a Chriftians fol. 


* A ftrange yet bold NY 
aflertion,{poken witht 
Out proofe of Scri No 
ture, confent of othe| 3X 
Authours , or sooo 
thew of reafon, aeliXe 
chizedek wasa Prieitly 

and therefore prayed Gy 
preached, and offerég\w 
facrifice , bute did hY/G 
this by himfelfe, andes 
for himfelfe ‘alone aN 
Canthere bea Prieg 
by office, without NG 
people >. a 
x Robinf. jaZif. p.t30 ey 
faith,’ itsan Anaba 12 { 
tilticall errourto holl Ao 
that Baptiflme con Ol 
ftitutes the  vifibli gag 
Church: Lfuppofe hi 
fonfe. is: the fanp 
with theirs, whenthd yA 
Lconceive, ke 


ec. 


} 
oi 


age,md wa: 


mall matriculation or inroliment amoneft the members of the vilible.church, If this be ndiox 
fo, then Jet them tell me whacand when is tie formall admiflion of infanss into the yifibly/: 


Church, or are they never formally admitted untill they come to age >- 


3. This covenant they hold'to be diftiné from the ¥ Co- 
venant of Grace; fo, as that many. which are within the 


Covenant of Grace (i.¢. effectually, yea, and vilibly. called 


$oo) arenot within the Church Covenant, ‘and fo not witht 
Se : --a &--- Oe a taee Le Ss C 3 ~ -* 
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y- Were the queftio 
only.of the Coyenail oud 
of Grace to be cith(VA: 
entred into,or renew 
ed again and again jf Ls 
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Lhe confticution or ree 
fticution of Churches, 
the matter were foon 
‘|alt anend; that would 
ie eafily granted to 
We neceffary, yea, els 
Kontiall; And (ach on 
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‘ “Nodly and learned both perfons and Churches. 


in the vifible Church, as Job, Melchizedek , &ee of whom 
before. And again, many are within the Church covenant, 
and fo within the vifible Church,that are not within the Co# 
venant of Grace,as hypocrites in the Church. Apol.p.5 6,14. 
Difcourfe of GoWs pr3 LO... a Terey 


Pn 


hy were-all the Scriptare Covenaitts, which are ufually.cited by them to prove their Church 
| porentaats) Bue chacwill not ferve their turn, = 2. Or were: it Gr a covenant between, the oft = 
Kersand:cheir peaple,I conceive, there would be no ftrife, this being tacitely implyéd rather 
| utuall choice each Of ohet,” You fhall be our paftour, 8c, and we will be-your peoples Pros 
hided":;imbe not obrrided as effentiall,or abfulutely neceflarycohave it exprefie. 2. thacit be 
iWiuderftood with a falvo juve, not onely to that particular church and members,ncr only to chat 
| || Pactioul ar officer,bur alo to all other Churches,whohave a common inteteit each in other,for 
he good of allymoft- of all to Godhimfelfe. 3. Yea, fic were of a covenant between ihe 
hurchandher membersjatid each member with another of remaining together a$ afixed fo- - 
icty,till death (wichout exttaordinary impediment) as a thingin ittelfe arbitrary and ocers 
lonsll only,wpon fome particular reafons calling forit. I fpeake what I thinke, This alfo 


4 Or (whichis all chat can with any colour of reafon be defired) if it 


© |) vere of an ecclefiatticall conftiturion ogly, binding the members to the Ditcipline and.Go- 
@ || jernmént of fucka church (during mens convenient abode with it) as a. thing expedicntonly 
iior che better being and better governing of the church,t fay,an Ecclefiafticall coniticution,cone 
jonant togerierall Rules of Scripuite, though not precifely commanded therein: And which 


nded,remitted, or alcered prove mata, according to the gencrall Rules of 


| cripture at the Churches difcretion; Such as are the covenants or promifes required of the 
i embers of the Dutch and French churches 3 There would not haye been many adverfaries, 


vocall covenan¢is held forth, and with all eagerneffe prefled on us; and 


yen all churches as a Divine Ordinance -particularly commanded in Scripture, abfolutely ne- 

‘Gary effenciall and conftitutiveto atrue church 5 without which there isno true chntch, but 

At facieries are whores and concubines,and without which there is no right unto, nor orderly 
ih 


hurch dutie or ordinance : And this fo obligatory that it is piaculum to 
etie,with which one isin covenant, without their generall conlent,fought 


t leaft-(as after is fhewed.) And not only fo, but alfo letters are fent over with ftrong lines, 
diffwadeour people from living any longer in the way they have donz,out of Church order, 


covenant, Sermons are likewife preached, bookes printed, and private 


i(courfes'made,and in all{thefe arguments artificially ufed,and p:ffionately and perfwafive- , 


puures themfelves forced to (peake for their Church covenant asa Divine - 


ordinance. & I fay, whenit is thusheld forch and urged on us,no marvell if it be not ene 
| herained'without much agitation, yea, if it meet with much oppofition, and that amongft the 
3 ¢. & . 


o 


4. Yet fometimes they tell us, it is not diftin® altoge- 
ther, or in fubftance, but in fome refpects onely, as a pare 
from.the wholes this being a branch of that. Di/cour/e' of 


Cov, po3y 7 9812p 26, 28, edpol. pe 3; 33,43, A volune 
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tary profeflion of # fubjection thereunto, Apoal. p. 22,24. 216 this Church covell 
D ifeourfe of Cov. p. 18. efpecially to that pare thereof int be but the cove |® 
which concernes Church *fellowfhip, and Church duties; nant of Grace, thed? 
Difcourfe of Cov. p. 4, 758;26. Anf. tog. Pof-p.75. with furely we have it, and 2 | 
. application to this particular Church > onely,to which one heiab yap vee py 
is now to be joyned by this covenant. Di/courfe of Cov, p. eye ne et ae 
pat ‘> P> Table, on our folem Ro 
10,1528. Anf.t0 9.P of:p.75. . - Falts, &c, why cal ON 
tig te Meme lem t Ji ie. CUA TiS. oe they then fo eager! % 
fot that we haye,asif we wantedic? 2. If ic be but the Covenant of Geace, what. abfolucd 
necefiity can there be of repeating and renewing it expreflely and reciproeally,at every admiflig gal 
on of anew member ?: ; ig ) “© 
a Ifit be acovenant of Church duties only, and to this fociety only, whac needs a repetitiqny 
on of the whole covenant of Grace, at leaft as e ffentiall to this covenant, and to Church conltiqy# 
tution,and to Church memberthip,more thentoa martiage covenant, or any otherholy coves ey 
nant? It may be done at a weddings true,butto make it eflentiall to it, would marre many aOy 
Tawfoll marriage. Nor can it be judged effentiall that the particulars of che coyenant of; 
Grace, fo farre asthey concerne church duties fhould be. (and that fo oft) repeated, If twa 
—parties intending to marry-each other, thould doc it in this generall forme only (or the like) h 
faying to her, Ile be thy husband; and the to him, Ile be thy wife, if chere were no defe@ in th 
covenant,or otherwife; but ywant of mentioning the mutuall duties that by Gods law belong ta’ 
mairied perfons,[ beleeve that would neyer make it null: nor would that their covenant tha: 
leffe bind them to fuch mutual! duties, becaufe the particulars were not expreft ja the covenang 
at the marriagesmaking. ; is BSS i ya | Ne 
b As this coyenant is deftruGive to.our Churehes, fo-is:itapt to caufe (chifmes-and fepara ) | 
tions of one Church from another even amongt{t themfelves, - its a partition wall (as one cal OX 
it) built up to hinder that communion that ought to be aniong Ghurches.and that care thar ond YA 
Church and member, ought to have of another, Here being {o ftriéea tye cothe duties belond,ww] 
ging to ourown Church, and the members thereof, but not ayyord of any dutie to be perfora/ 9’ 
med to ocher Churches, ot their members, So that ifamember of the fame Church with ma 
felfe vant watching,counfell ,reproofe,8c..-my covenant binds me to performe according] yf Ne, 
But if one of another Church doe need as much,and L have fir Opportunitie,&c. yet by this co | 
yenant Ihave nothing to dye with him, he is without tome, v Cor. 12s : q 


5, And® this covenant is.made by every member, both. 
with God, and the Church,. and by the Church alfo backe. 
againe with every member... Difcour/e of Cov, P- 45105 12. 
f.W. ant. to 10.queHt. R.AL.tow.R, : 


- 6, And thus they define it. ¢ “Its a folemne. and publike ¢ All the middle pare Vey 
Promife before the Lord and his-people, whereby a compa~. 0 this definition. ex Xo) 


aR y: Cee ; | 2 dhs plaines the matter off) O%4 
nic of Chriftians.called (by the power and mercie of God). a true Church ; OW: 
which in the former Chapter: onely the begining and end doe fheyy the nature of the Sovedi Ne 
nang (which whey call the Forme) of which-here in this Chapter, q 
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se 
to the fellowfhip of Chrift,and (by his providence)to dwelf 
t ~ together, and (by his Grace) to love and. cleave together in 
Ht Thewordsate good the unitie of faith and brotherly love,and defirous to partake 
Pind faires burhe hae (according to the will of God) in all the holy Ordinances 
Biuecs this cuvenane of God together in one Congregation, doe bind themfelves 
iad need to confider to the Lord to walke in all fuch ¢wayes of holy worfhip to 
Phat in the fenfe of him, andof edification onetowards another, as God him 
ite bigs JANN felfe hath required in his word of every Church of Chrift - 
Fryaies ofGod,are their | ms Nae a, SPY. 
ayes of Cherch con. and the members thereof. e4pal.p.5. Difcourfe of (ov.p.3. 
Ilticution, and popular Vapor. p52 * = | ah 
WGovernment, which . < ee : “ | gate) Sea 
RE he be nor upon good ground fatisGed that they are indecd the wayes of God, then how can 
re fafely ingage him(elfe to them by this coven ijtgind that not only ro be a patient, to tolerate 
Hywhat he cannot mend, but even to act with them alfo in the fame ? Our brethren conceive 
hata Minifter in fwesring canonicall obedience, tn omnibus lic'tis & boneftz, to a Bithop, 
iM did thereby jutiGe Epifcopacie ; And doe not by the famereafon, all that tike chis covenanc 
i uttific popularitic and indepeadencie, . ; Beg mee 
| i 7. The properties hereof: 1, Itis facred not civill. Di 
, cour[e of (00.p.3s4 2. Icmult be eas before all the* 


i 
Ki 
iH 


| 
| 
| 


t 


ne If folitele wil ferves - 
evhat need fuch out- 
tcries for more, ard 
‘Hiphe truth of all Chur- 
Niches to be queltioned, 
\iftach fharpe contenti- 
‘ons amongil brethren 
Iieo be railed, and fad 
ifeparations of one 
WChurch and Chriftian 
from another to be 


f 
{ 

{| 
a a) 
ia] 


Wand abfolutely nece!- 
\ Easy. co Church efiace ? 
at \iap Fe 3 ; 


, ‘ - & s ’ wey 
£ i fey i>) ‘ hoe ‘ vel ‘ ye CO aS eee DS ut Loe ge) = Oh FD, <¢ yh 
PL kD tA " nie om 


Ga. Nese England. 


9, This Covenant amongft them, though for fubftance of: 
matter itbe all one, in all thetr-Churches, yet informe of | (2 
_ words itis divers in divers Churches,but in the fatne- Church. i 


. ifis.ever in one and the fame f Forine of words, as well as 


matter, and therefore. put in writing, and when any one is 


admitted it is then read, either by.the party himfelfe that. is 


admitted; or elfe unto him by-fome other man, whereunto ' 
3 . Of more men(perha P 


he is to give his alent. R.AL,to w.R. Apol:pis; 


-impoled 


covenant is impofed a3 an Ordinance of Godjand abfolurely nece fla 
And feeing the matter is confeft to be all one in all Churches, 


to. One or two of their formes I will here infert,that the 


ing thisCovenant. |; : 


Reader may the better by example take up their fenfe touch- 


~ 4. The Covenant of the Englifp Church at. Roter- 
_ ... dame (as is reported to us) renewed when M? 
' » HP.was made their Paftour,was to this effect. 


: We Whofe names are here-under Written, having along. 
/. time found by fad experience bow uncomfirtable it ts to 
Walk in adifordered and unfetled condition, Gc. 1.8 Doe 
venue our Covenant in Baptifme,and avouch God to be our 
God. 2. We refolve to cleave tothe true and pure Wor- 

Ship of God; oppofing to our power all-falfe Wayes. 3; We 
Will not allow our-felves in any known finshut Will renounce 
it; (0 (oon as it ts manifested from Gods Word [i tobe: the 

Lord lending us power. 4. Werefilveto-carry oar felves 
in our feverall places of government and obedience With ‘all 

good con{cience,kuowing We must give- an account to, God. 
5. We Will labour for further growth in grace, by héaring, 
reading, prayer, meditation, and all other Wayes We can. 

6. We meane uot to over-burthen-our hearts \vith earthly 

ares, Which are the bane.of all holydaties the breach of the 

. Sabbath aed. the other. Commandiments...7.. We Will Wil- 

| Liagly and meekly fubmitto Chriftiau Difcipline; without 
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upon others, even as many «as fhall enter into that Charch, read alfoupon a beok 
And what is this better or more lawfall then fuch a (et forme of Prayer, efpecially Gince thi 
rie, fo as‘no book prayer is 


in why may not the forme alfo bes 
lawfully allone by mutuall agreement ; And if one torme of covenant be lawful for all thd 
. Churches confoctated ? why-not one forme of Leitouregy, or Dire@orie for worthip alfo? No) 


-g All things in thet 


murmuring, 


f Here we have a felys 
forme of holy Covel 44 
nant in the Church, (Ay 

priacipall part of worl 


eC 


of a former age) and 
Ne 
‘ 


tvyo formes, in a fail 
conftruction, are very ino, 
200d, but fome thing! Fal 
are fubje& to ag 2% 
harfh conftru€tion:ag AW 
where they promig yy 
to {ubmit to Chriftif. XS) 
an Dilcipline withou}} S%} 
murmuring ,\ Zs @.-- 2A: 
fome would thinki3Ne 
without complaining] yar 
Bur what ifhe receiv 
wrong, may he nor on/A¥ 
derly complain eithell WG 
to his owne Churchlhys4 
or to the neighboulogs 
Churches for redreftefy/A94 
Efpecially that claulfl Nes 
{cemes to be of a yer i es 
larze extent ,\ where 

theypromife to be rea | Ne 


5 aes» : 
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“A Narration of fore Church-Courfes | 


Ap y.totake their Chur- murmuring, and foall labour (6 to continue, and will ende= 
Hi hes advice for theme qoyy to bemore frward,xealous, faith full, loving and wife 
wes and theirs, #8 3, Adgonifhing others. 8. We Will labour by all our abi~ 
ft sion sib Ng sie lities far the furtherance of the Gospel as occafion fhall be 
| IHtexch (if extendedto. offered to us. 9.Wepromi[e rohave our children fervants, 
-y, the utmoft) not only andall our charge taught the Wayes of God. 10. We Will 
48 |WWo eeftrain their libers ftriveto give no offence to our brethren by cenfuring theus 
fl ie of remoyall from rafoly by fuspitions , evill fpeakings , or any other Way. 
| ' ith 11. Lajftly, We doe protest uot onely againft open and {can= 
Wee vere too much) Aalous fins, as drunkenneffe, wearing, ec. but alfo againft 
Niue. alfo in other evil companie,and all appearance of evill to the utmost of 
pings, asinmarrying eyr power. Ri eS | : 
[m). mans daughter, 7 PRT IOGF gibt gc alle, 
|ihanging a mans {ere eae | eas . 
ant, taking a journey making a bargain,&c, 2. Here are many good duties promifed, and 
ins protefted againft, but the moft ofshem ate common to all men, at leaf to all Chriftians 
NG || gorto Churchemembers only,) But-by the fame reafon that its needful and ufeftall re expreffe 
meee |\\(ebele particulars,’its needfull and ufefull to exprefle many more: as they proteft agzinkt op-. 


\ reffion,idlenefle and earthly cares, may. they nos as juitly adde non-payment of debts, waft. 


if ; nlnefle by pride,apparell,and riotin wines,and the'like 2 3. The former covenant mentions 
ifpitele or nothing ‘of that for which the Church-covenant is fo preffed as effentiall, &c, viz. 
\iiburchefellowthip in Churcheduties vith appropriation to this particular Gaurch ; And may be 
Wis Gt ata wedding as at che confticution of a vifible Church,for ought know. 4. . The fatter. 
ives ftridily to dutics to their own Church but no.word of watching over,admonifliing, com=. 
B | Rorring,releeving che members.of orber Chusches,or Chriftians that are nomembers. Charitic, _ 
| ‘ ney fay, begins at home, but it fhould not ftay there. Isfeekes not its owa things only,butalfo. 
jhe good of its neighbour, of as many as pofibly itcan, F, 


ss 
‘r / . * 


7 _ 23 The Covenant of the Church of Chrift at Salem. - 
| A | ‘ was renewed to this effet. - . . 
‘Hit. We have in the late. : ss ‘ui 
ltr 2 particular pros 
nife, not tobe fore J er 
hs ard in fpeaking in prefent Church ef Chriff at Salem, cc. (ilemnly in the 
yt fublike, orfcrupling: prefenceof God,exc. renew that Church Covenant Which: - 
lity which it appears We fiadthis Church bound unto at their firft becinning, 
| hat they are allowed Ble Oe Say Ayes vine beginning, 
twh [led } pub. : >) : | ’ 
Akely both Hs fpeak ¢ 40 binde our felvesin the prefence of God to Walk, together - 
ile in all the Wayes of God, according as he ws pleafed toreveale 
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in New: Englawds 
a, We avew the Lord to be our 9 andour [elues ht peo~ 
plein the rruth and fimplscitie of our fpirits: a We give 
a our felves to the Lord fefis ¢ brifts and the Word of bis 
Grace, forthe teaching, fantlifying, and ruling of ws in 
matters of Worfoip and conver (ation, refolving to cleave to 
 bim alone for life and glorie, and oppofe all contrary Wayes, 
canons: and -conftitutions of ‘men in his Worfoip. 3. We 
promife to walk with ovr brethren and fifters in this. Con~ 
. gregation with all watchfiulne [fe, and tenderneffe, avoiding 
all jealonfies, (ufpitions, backbitings, cenfurings , provo- 
kings, fecret ri ifings of {pirst againft them, butin all offen~ 
ces to follow the rale of the Lord fefws, to bear and ferbear, 
give and forgive, a he hath taught us. 4. Ia publikg or 
, private we will willingly do nothing to the offence of our 
Church, but will be ready to take advice for our felves and 
ours, a5 o¢cafion fhall be pref ented. 5. We will not in 
the Cong¢regarion be forward either to faew our own gifts. 
or parts in [peaking or (crupling, or there to-difcover the 
failings of our brethren or fifters, but attend an orderly call 
thereunto : knowing how much the Lord may be difbonou- 
red, chc.by our diftempers,and weakpelfes in publike. 6.We 
binde our felves to ftudie the advancement of the Gofpell sx 
all truth and peace,both in regard of thofe that are within 
and without no way flighting our Sifter-churchesbut ufing 
their counfell,as need foall be, not laying a ftumbling block, 
before any. 7. We hereby promife to carry our felvesin 
all law full obedience to thofe that are fet over us tn Church 
and Common-wealth, knowing how wel-pleafing it will be 
tothe Lord,e&c. 8. We refolve to. approve our felves to 
the Lord in our particular callings, fhunning idleneffe as 
the bane of any fEate, nor will we deal hardly or oppreffing- 
Ly with any. 9. We will alfo to our best abilities reach 
our children and fervants the knowledge of the Lord,and hi 
will, that they may ferve him alfo ie 


ons,make cbjeGionss 
&e.) elfe what neely 
alaw to retrain thes 
from doing it uncal \W 
led? And if it neq 
not for Come fach la¥ RS} © 
co reftrain them,trhe sent 
mult needs be muci 2} 


liberty ro exercife tha dy 
power when he plea¥) 
fed, But what diffeqN@ 
this law (in force iG 
from an Ecclefiaftical & 
Canon ? bur thar Cay 
Ons ate tlow grow yp) 
out of requcit , thay} 
Church Covenantgx 
may bee the bertq’ 
cryed up, DN 
66s Inthiglaceer ald g& 
here is a Mri tye KS 
bond of walking t¢73¥4 
gether in Church. fe j49) 
lowdship, and matuaiRe 
watchfulneffe, one qs 
ver another: But hoj; j 
can they do thar, thi 
live Farre afunder, a 
never {ee one anot 1X } 
but ar publike mq Q¥ 
tings? and fome Wy 
them that live fonpNeg 
thoufands of miles eg 
fuiider , arid perha | 
being Minifters }/A 
Chutchés there, yh" 
accept of fixed 1 NO) 
ployments, even Ms 
charge of foules hell/204 
How can thefe wat 


Ke. 


4 ( 
over one another >) 


Here is a piece or 
pvvo of fuch Divinitie 
s I never heard or 
Wead before: but ano 

Ayb/urdo dato, mille fee 
pgeunture - 


bi What if upon. examie 


Ber c6vincingly. gras 
| tious, aS’ waniting ex« 
re€ted evidences, nor 
ret openly fcandal ous, 
| i S being pee 


iacion they prove nei. 


"é ‘Na arration mof on Church- Courfes 


i fealed by the Sacraments, and for the fealing palianute : 
of which the Sacraments were principally ordained of God, 


and therefore to beadminiftred only to fitch as.are fir en- 


tred‘into this Covenant,as feales thereof. Apol.p.r5 19531, 


Anf-to 9.P of: p.63,66. And therefore, that {ich perfons 


as (by their condition) cannot joyne in: Church Covenant, | 
not live in Church. fellowfhip with a.fet focietie, are not 
bound to oa in Sacraments. eApol.p.39;455 

See Robinf: juftif: p.89;110. Though I doenot 
find the Browuists {fo folicitoufly to diftinguith - 
- between-the Church covenant,and the covenant 
| of Grace,as thefe our brethren doe. - 

-- 12. Suchas were admitted into their Churches infants 
by the covenant of their parents, are not yet permitted to 
receive the Lords Supper, when they.come to yeares, untill. 
they have firft run through all the forefaid courfe of i publike 
and private.examination, 1, profeffion of faith, declaration of 
the mannerof their converfion,and perfonall,vocall expreffe 
entring into-the fame covenant, as. ochers of yeares have be=. 
fore them-done,and as if they had never been received meme - 
bers before. Oe to ice q- p.20;21, | 


upper they fhall not be} 3 and bstomanvateared: I trow deel cannot jullly vel By this rad ony 
i putt remain in a middle condition; neither of the Church, ‘nor. sa ahaa the Church; And. 
Vaae warrant haye we for this ?. 


~ 


oa MoH Pins Me ths 
OQ of the manner of their firft erecting ofa a 
3 ‘vifible Church. 


rk Ay fmall number (almoft) of bei a ey as. 
‘ . betore ) they hold, may lawfully unite themfelves.. 
riches) fome' fault to 


}) lite in the collectour,that fo. foule a contradiGion fhauld beheld s but if there be. any. fault, it 
| WWauft be none but their owne, either imholding and pradifing things in themfelves {o contrae, 
B| uiictory, or elfein reporting tous uch things as sthey neither hold nor pradtife: But this contra~_ 
‘WMiGion will yet appeare more foule,when we confider what will afcer follow, thar they hold 
jyimot only lawful to doit without their confent,but alfo fometimes neceflary to do i it againft 
hy cit confent: of wi hich: {ce he Efe NEY Be 
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__into-aChurch body, by entring into the Churchicovenant: 
-aforefaid.s and:fo- may conftitute themfelves:a -trne-vifible 

- Church of Chrift, without.any authoritative confent of the 
Chriftian Magiltrate. ( fuppoling there be one) or of the . 
3 g Churches or their Minifters. R.AZ tov. Rk. 


at Robin -juftifp.1 8 1,182, ve 


_, 2. Yeta ! Lawis made in their generail Court (¢ivill 
no Church fhall be there fet. up, without the knowled 
the Magiftrate,and neighbour Churches. R.AL to 77.R. yea, 
Without the confent of five or. 


Ythat 1 The law doubilenty 


as M' HP, informethus,not Ww th 
fix of the neighbouring Churches ac the leaft. 35 
the fame Church-courfes with thele bretbren hold) ‘that the Magiftrat 
with the firft Table, unleAe che publ 


21. 


>| 


IS gOod, as from thi Mon 


too many of then 
amongft us that rug Oy 
¢ hath nothing to dof /& 


tke peace-be broken; he is to force no man againit hilNey 


‘con{cience too. or.fro,but leayeererymawro follow hisiown light and r 

- an agreement of the Churches and Minifters, I the rather like it,b 
_ Tittle lefffe in fubftance then a compound Presbyterie fet up amon 
whatthe fame H,P, tels usythat they have alfo agreed:amongit 

. preach or vent any new or uncouth tenents, ave: firs 
neighbouring minifters, Avery good Canon, efpecially for.thele times w 
madding after novelties,and niceties under the falle pretence of a new light, 


ecaufe it fcemesto amount tf ex 
gft thems the rather, if we add) Ay 
.themfelyes that no man thal Hoy 
unitill-he have: finlt. communicated them with th Ke. 


3. The ™ perfons intending to enter into Church eftate, . Here is another Ed OY 
doe before hand often meet privately amongft themfelves 
to be inwardly acquainted with each others fpirits; by con- 
ferting , praying together , and:mutually examining each . 
other, untill they have approved themfélves to one anothers 
confciences in the fight of God :. Which, When they have 
throughly done in private, then they agree together to enter. 

“gntoa churclreftate. 2. AZ.tow. Rs | Hiw.to Mt B. 


4. Which ‘before: they doe, notice is given thereof to the 

- Magiftrate,and neighbouring Churches,that {0 fixch as pleafe 

may be prefent at the time and place thereunto a 
RALOW.R.| Hw .toM BFW tol8. 


5+ The number: wherewith. they-ufually begin at the Arf - 
* conititution of every Church,is about 7.8. or 9. bid. 
6, Notice being given, the Magiltrate and, Churches fend 
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eligion >-Alfo as it a as 


herein men run | og8 
d hes. (VA) 
and nev-truthes, [a 


“clefiafticall ‘canon i 2 
aét, though snot’ ifNy 
rule, If this be needl YA 
fullat the fir ercQif. 3! 
onof a Church, cha) AY 
each fhould try anf) 
knew others fpirirs y 
why not alfo after awa 
the admiffion of evel te 
ry member, hero trjJAw 
and know their {pirit 
as well as they his kx 


a = A Narration of fome Church-Courfes — : 


it Here their Churches their " Meffengets or Deputies to fee how things aré carried, - 
‘\pivale mefiengers she and togive them advice, direction,approbation,or. difappro=. 
papuricS CO repreient pines care Chall Suthidiocdise ee. +. payed 
ychemfclves, and roa ‘bation; a6 they ssa ii ine ae Ibid Sea Rs 
pon their roome, why not ina Synod aswell? And if they may trift their power with their 
gncffengers for approving or difapprovityg whole Chtirclresmuct more of pirticular members 


7. The day appointed is kept with fafting and prayer,and 
_ fometimes (ifnot alwayes), preaching of che Word; which 
~ $s performted by fome of the perfons that now come to be 
~. < .contbined into this Church-focietie. In the latter end of the 
day,each of thofe perfons now tobechurched ( if may fo 
fay) maketh publike profelfion of his faith, thereby fhewing 
his knowledge, and opinion in the Grounds ‘and Principles 
_of Religion, and declaring from point to point the work of 

God upon his foule in his Converfion. And all this inan ex-— 
ify temporarie (at leaft ) conceived {peech, 7..¢. not in any 
{et forme.’ Tbid. eer ners if Fey ee ; et : 


8: Which: when the Meflengers of the Magiftrate and 
; | - Churches have heard and‘confidered, if they be unfatisfied, 
Wl? Tes an hard taske ro Cor any ftander by }ehey stake thelr Objections; pe prs paaiy 
fatisfle all commers’ further queftions,as they thinkefic, untill they be ofatisfied, . 


fhzouchingthelechings, ific maybe, Zoid. 

jueftioning and objes , faroms Vinikvingd. 195%, Too Dat oOtod ae 
‘ting what they pleafe,and harder for a man to be flayed perhaps for fome differences about 
\f Church Difcipline, or fuppofe fome objection be madéagainft is life, it muft here be prefent- 
| lyand openly declared, and {canned before all the countteys ‘This is little wifedeme,, leffe 


a 6 


9. If in theend the {aid Meflengess be not fatisfied, then _ 
they or fo marty of them, as concerning whom they are not 
fatisfied,either in point of knowledge or grace,are forbidden 
’ 40 enter into Chureh eftateand fo remaine fill,as betoréjout 
of the pale of the Church, Toide i Le 


10, If at length they be fully fatisfied, and all doubts cleq- 
| i: red,then the faid perfons proceed to enter into Church-co- 
esl ler 16 fomuchtimeand vehant, which being written one of them reads, and all of 

Ko many circumttan. them fubferibe it, ‘and fo they ate becoinie, a true P conftitu- 

es be needful to joyn +eq yitible Churehias they fay. Ibid. wi ath a 
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A ater ee bein 


ia New England... SS 


FF ri screenees 


one church how much time would be requifite to joyn 3000, toget er. But our brethren wif! Ke 
acknowledge the Apoltles went a thorter way ta work, Di/courfe of Cove p.29,3.0. the realor 
whereof they render, becaufe the Church wag not then fubje@ ro fo many hypocrites: which id 


more then anyman knowes,when Chrift faith, afany drecalled, few cho/en, Many fecke. bul 
few finde. Befides,this courfe is ufed by.our brethren noteo ordinary Phe Oat bie +0 4/6 

' molt godly and beft approved, Lbeleeve therefore it was rather, becaufe the Holy. Ghoft haa Ne 
given them no fuch direction,nor yyas this manner. of church conftitutionthen hatchts, Uo 


11, Which being done the faid Meffengers of the other 

Churches give them the right hand of fellowfhip, and owne 

them fora fifter Church. And fo returning backe doe make: 
-yeport to the Churches that fent them,of all things done,and: 
- declare to them that they are to account of them as ofa. 


eruc Church of Chrift, Ibid. 


Beenie pat seed OA Bins eg iets Goes 
Of Church-power, or the power of the Keyes; the firfe > 
_ fubjectin whom it refides, and the exercife’- 


Sortie of wim generall, oe 
@. es hold that every fuch companie (as aforéfaid) - 
~ | § though never fo {mall, confifting of private perfons _ - 
only (7:e.fuch as are in no church-office, ). and perhaps all iit 
terate too,yet is tightly: and immediately intituled ré’all the 
priviledges of the vifible Church of Chrift,and invefted with. eee ee 
all Ecclefiafticall 4 power from Chrift, as. the firftand:pro- |. oe be ocd 
aA *. gto be foonchura 
per receptacle thereof, have the Keyes of the Kingdome of. chied in this way, feed ony 
Heaven committed.to.them,and may now forthwith admi-- ing'thereby immedi) 2 
nifter and. partake of all church-ordinances (except onely, ately they might b¢ be 


co. e indued with fo vait 4 
power ? Thisis a fweet morfell,no marvel if peoples teeth water for it, Bur where or whee: 
did God fo grant all this power over to the people, that yer he excepted ‘the Sacraments, andl DY 

‘themonly out ofthe charter? furely either he gave them allor none. “The neceffitie of which’ 
confequence fome Brownilts percciving, therefore of late (here in London) have claimed and [Ny 
contended for them alfo.. “Fhe word and Sacraments (in our Saviours commiffion) are knid| 
together,Goe preach and baptife, and both fettled upon the Minifterie,. Bur our brethren havd}ix 
Here divided them,,and made preaching common to the people: And though our. brethren AY 
intend not fo,yet in event poflibly this may nourifh in the yulgar Come fragment of poperic,adiyo" 

_ ifthe Sacraments were more excellentthen the preaching of the Word; they being releryed adh NCH 

peculiar to the Minifters,this common to others with ther," sities ME 
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| How weake good 
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We ictent without their 
HW xuides affiftance, to 
if} xamine Miniiters a- 
iy rilities 5 to judge of 
i Doctrines, and other 
matters touching pers 
ons and things need- 


NWN full to the exercife of 


fi (2 our brethrens Late’ 
| Apologeticall narra- 
i>\100,p.24,28, Belides, 


penerally would have 
bofen Me Wheel. 
fa ight (the notorious 
HE amilift)to have been 
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itafualde, i¢.is-ageeed.upon.on adl.] ary¢ : 
Wi therfore be confdered-whether it be not.motre proper and neererto the ardinary rule, to callin ~ 
Ike afi fiance of che officers of fome neighbouring churches (by vertue of that communion of 
churches which themfelves acknowledge)tofupply the vyan; of cheir owne officers in exami 
iypation,ordination,and 


Sacraments) execute’ all Church-cenfures, and tranfaé all 


he experience of the. 


Apol.prr4n. Bb vek 


ov yee fetled in any 
church,or being once: 


A Narration of fomeChurch-Coufes 


their owne bufinefles within themfelves, e4a/, to 32.4. 


PLO. 4t Ad, 48, 49550-0Getts Catep. 10, RAL 10 WeRe 
RAL 0 EB ip 4. | F Waltostoigueshs A ee 


oo See Rob. puftif. pr 106,107,112, 127, 122) 7253 
SAIS SOL 27ST 30, 190, 113,107, 104, 190.299 te 
_, _, 4 Sions royal pterog. Preface. Bary. difaov.p.39. 
STS particule forts, df which Church’ bufinéfles "are 
thee? 1/Adimiffion of nore members ihito their Socictie: — 
2. Authoritative admonition of members offending: 3.Bin= 
ding and excommunicating ‘of fuch~as “having” offended 
prove incorrigible. 4: Loofing and ‘authotitarive eer 
fuch asupon admonition and ex¢ommunication do repent, 
re-accepting them into the communion of the Church again. 
5.’ Making,z.e. examining, electing, and with impofition of — 
hands ordaining their Paftours, and “all other their officers. 
6.Unmaking,s.¢. degrading and epofing them’again, When 
they {ee caute fo. todo. 7. -Rreaching, <<. ¢xpounding and 
applying the word with all authoritie to the feverall ules of 
their members. 8. “And generally Whatfoever elfe may 
concerne the-edificationand {pirituall good of that focietie _ 
(fave onely the, adminiftration of the teales..) And all this 
before they have.any officers,or if they have.any,yet withous 
reference to’ them -as,ofticers ati all....9. And when they. - 
have Minifters then they-have Sacraments too. i4z/-to 32.g.) 
P1015 94942544545 14934905 0,68, Cottecat.p.1 O,115,13,, 
Dif-courle of Cov. p.23- Anf-t0 9 PB ofp. 02. 7976;7 7% 
‘i Wank, to. 10.queft + RAL. 40 E.B P41 RAL OM RS 
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3. All which things they claime to themfelves power to. - 
doe without any:fauthoritativeconcurrence or afliftance of | 


Ay £434 - 


pon.on all. hands that. fome extraordinary: courfe is to be taken, Let it 


depofition of Minifters, &crather.then to. ule mecte private perfoas, 


wer a 
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_ 6. The officers have no. power. in:Church matters, but 
‘what the Church derivethon them, and which themay. re. 
_ voke,and refiumie unto her felfe, if {he conceive.they doe not 
uleit well. Jbid. And therefore fhe may call them to ac- 
count for their actions , though. they were even Apoftles 
themfelves.. 7. Cottons. vial. p10. 
“ 2.The officers are ‘all but the Chutches " fervants in pro-. 
prictie of fpeceh, and the is the miftrefle, the queene. In all 
things fhe hath the power of decrecing,and they with her,as 
others, the meaneft membets of the Societie:but as Minifters, 
fo they are only as her mouth tofpeake and her band to. ak 


Heb. 13: 17, but the other we never find, We find indecd the Apoffles ! Wy 
fervants of the Chirch,asC brift alfo made hinselfe fervane unto all, but thatis not ro beun >) 
derftood properly, but metaphorically, and by way of fome fimilitude, une) fervants, who 
good) do feek theirmafters good, and are for their profic not their owns fo did Chritt and al 
the Apoltles feek the Churches good, nor their own, and fo all Chriftians are commanded t} 
‘ferveeach other in love; But we may not thence conclude rhat therefore every Chriftian is if 
proprietie ro be anothersfervant,for then who fhould be mafter ? much leffe chat the Apoftld 
were propetly the fervants of the Church, who give rules to the Church what to doe, and hoyp” 
‘towalk,but received none from che Church, leait of all that Chrift was fo, who both was an 
isthe head of that body,and Kingijof that Kingdome. We read alfothat Minifters are to doth 
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“atis of their minifteriein the Name‘of Chrift, and by his power, 1 Cores. 4: Marth. 28, rales 


» Mat.g.22.Butthat they aQin the nameof the Church , or by the power of the Church, fudi’S é 


phrafes we do not reade them,and therefore we do nog beleeve thems :<; 
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Guan sa A Narration of [ome Church-Courfes ' 
what fhe decrees,doing all-things'for het, by her power, and 
ipher name. bid MINOW R. | ReATOW.R. 

Rob. Apol.p.49. Rob .justif.p. 121; 122,1385166, 


| eager 178,180,185 5303 322s. PR aes. 
iit And this werewell © §, The: * aéts which they aferibe unto: the officers , are 
002if this fervice of (yeh as thefe's vx. 1.To-declare unto their people ‘the mind! 
phe wette Wir. ofGod inanypmatter,toadvife; counfell,exhort,reprove, 8c.) 
a eae of pies 2, To moderate in Church.meetings, that order may be ob» 
| iH ut alas.,, this. is bur. ferved by propounding of things tobe debated, gathering of 
}émon to them vith VOYCES, pronouncing the fentence accordingly. ~ 3. To exes. 
Bacher memberse Fors, eureallithe Churches decrees, it'admiffion of members, or~ 
1a ELINOR 20: dination of minifters, admonition, excommunication, &c, 
q ¢ refute iC throuzh Atfto 32 qu Ps $7> cia inti ges Bee yr taiy se 
iWxeuple of confeience p.9y1O. . argos RCH elke fee 
erhaps) to.a& accore. Rob juftif.p. OVI, TA, T16, 120. C, anuesnecell, 
ing to their mind, mcorl, nege of feparation, p. IQR Cu 30 eat: ee 
Pe \|\jpey will (and they. ~ BLES Se PIR cS ce sh dhe adiene uu 
OYE | Wiiold they lawfully may)-callforth any other mem ber: whom they jadge fir, and enablé him. 
a} vith their poyver to doe all chat which: theis officers fhould have done 8: Sacraments only ¢x-. 
4 ppteds ’ . Cus : ia 
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Wernisbodyisall eye, 9:7 Evety metnber oh the te ae is of eae Mes 
() dalltongut; nodie’ CEpt women) hath equal power wit Other, even With f 1€ 
pGty ofimembers,al!’ minifters themfelves (as they. conceive) in propounding, de-. 
verntours, none to bating,objecting, anfwering, and in judicially decreeing, and” 
governed: Altes» civing fentence mall matters of the Church, whether per-, 
smieseane silage taining to faith or manners,dodtrine or practife whatfoever,. 
\' Me chee Ob asst W.T.to P.H.| M* w letter to a friend. | Anf-t0 32.9.p.44. 
tnd: if their reafons’ _. Barr, refut.ot Giff.p.81. and in his Difcov. p, 365. 
\pitthiis: be well exa- 381255223. Rob.juftif.p.9,b11 121, Sions royalh: | 
fey make as much for. ; nee dts ob (bsom 
omen to rule,as mete No marvell then if this be fo that they.complaine in print and, other - 
: yiifesthat Miniltcrsare {lighted amongftthem,yea,trampled upon by, fome;Cert.on vial fecond, ’ 
S| lite 4. Mafter Ft. co $4, Chey profeffe to condemne More! lian.and.popular Goveramentybur. 
B| |iphat can be more popuiar then this ,vwherein all have equali power to decree, and any of, them: 
ee! | ip y beufed to a&.as well asthe officers, and the officers are ufed as meer fervan:sto the bady,. 
ebe| lithich isthe Mitre ff. : At moft they are bur asthe Speaker in the houfe of Parliament, or asa: 
Sess) i deratorin a Syriod, which rule not but areratherruled.. 5 
| 10; And therefore although the officers may lawfully 
prepare matters: in privace for the Churches hearing, yet. 
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: to.give their fentence in faith. Apal.p.3t. F.C -printedlet- flore of. work boih f 


~ ter,.p4. whichis thereforeufnally done,on the Sabbath day efpecially if the badd 
after Evening Sermon. ; reer 0 05s be numerous , as t iy | 
| Fohafv plea, p-3°7- Rob.apol. p.38. : Apoftolicall Churchey YS 


* ne<be ore houre or tivo-in a weéke norin every day of the weeke, ‘nor {carce all the wholgh\ 


_ areeneniies to theright obfervation of the Lords day. Obje#. They findeno {uch inconvenij 


~ (in proceffe.at sime) fhall degenerate ,as they mult needes, will not thefeinconyeniences, an i 
nehy plore tottoryr ted #0 eet : or 


| Anfito3219.p:60,61. Some, that things are not carriediby terno. It will be gral 2) 
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they hold all'things ought to-haveia-full publike debate in z This Spier sy 
_ the *prefence of the whole Societie,thatfoithey may beable vernmentmakes goo 


r( 
XD 
Minifters.and ,people oa 
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“OF 3s Igser : Lait ei Were, and ours oughi® 
tobe.(if conveniently they may) and ifthey mull ali conveene in one Congregation, to heare| ya 


examingeand debate all mateers ill all be fatished, and brought.to one.unanimous yote. It wil) 


weeks time that will fuffice tofiaith all bufineffesthat may fall out, “And what time fhall che WA 
Minifters then haveforfludie and ether duties, or the people toifollow their worldly callings Ss 5 
Thisccourfefeemesineither agreeable to the wifedome of. God,nor profitable tothe weale of thé Oy 
Church, Béfides,the time of keeping their courts (on the Sabbathday) feemcs: many wayes ia 
convenient: Ic muft needs tire men cut (both Mimfers and people’) make chem: forgetful NE 
of »whar they :hive heard, meyledtive of private and dometicall duties’, ifill cheir -heads .an oy, 
tongues full of worldiy difcourfes and their hearts of.carnall paffions and diftempers,all whic wy 


: : ‘ & c 

ence, theinC hu:ches have few offenders, atidewhen they :haye , matters are {oon difpatched); 
. Itmay well-beynowwhiles their choice materials remaine, and their numbers are {XO} 
{mail and inconGderable, but when their Churches fhill grow numerous, andtheir material Ju 


ott. Whether matters: be carried amongit them by moft 
‘woyces or no; isnotfo:generally agreed upon. ‘Some afirme — Ox 
that ithe imajor“part carries it.againft the lefler:part, yea, + The queftion hed 
thoveh:the officers be inthis lefferipart;and do~hew ftrong 7° 408 Wet ousnhy A 
mp a ; : 2 ‘bedone in foro con/c 
reafon'to the contrary. Mt 42. to 7.24. - Others,that the gnije, oo ‘divino, bE 
whole body muftagreeelfe nothing proceeds. 7.P.toR. in foro ecclefiecy  e4 © 


woyces atall;but by truth and right, and.accordingito God, td onall hands chi 


ae a ¥ all things in the ily vs 
wAnpitog. Pof. x72. Anf.t032.9. (p58; 00. | cleiaflicall (3 civigh 
<9. Barr. diftov..po78, 261. fobuf.plea.p.307. Gourt , ought co NY 


Sometimes they grant indeed all things are-catried .by done according 

ees habe ER Se, : truth and right. By: 
fuppofing a difference do arife, and both fides pretend to truch and rights (our brethren dem ) 

ing any others to interpofe otherwife then by way of advice) the queftion is then, Whether 

thing fhall be done,which in the end amounts to little leffe then Anarchy,the mother of conf] \va 
fion,and chis of deftru€tion : of that (eeing the officers may not) the maior part of the peogl Mi 

Aiali-carey it in fore externo ? Reafon, and the Examples of all other judicatures doc feeme Hf 

conclude that the moft voyces of the Judges ought to take place. 
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) bIndeed it were much 
|better that the whole 
WChurch , and cvery 
itmember thereof did 
i onfenr, but to extort 
Mond foree a confent 
Rafter this manvers 
[Pifeemes not oaly harth 
Hand uncharitable, but 
Watfo foolith, yea, de- 
iitrudtive too: For et- 
ither the aforefaid ad- 
Bimonition may fome- 
\Mytime proceed to at ex- 
Weémunication or not: 
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|} Yet contrary to this 

cticle, I beleeve, 
themfelves take liber- 
to. appoint fome 
mane obfervances, 
which is.yvgorfe, to 
impofe them.on mens 
on{ciences for divine 
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~ eonfent of all; bit then they explain it thus, viz. That ifit | 


fall out that any leffer number doe diffent, then the greater. 
indeavour to give unto, or to recetve from them due fatils 
faction - which if it-be done ‘then all agree in.one vote.. If 
the lefler party diffenting neither can give faristaction to the . 
greater , nor will receive fatisfaction from them, but ftill 
perfift in diffenting,then doe the maior part ( after due for- 
bearance, and calling in the counfell of fome neighbouring | 
Churches ) » judicially admonifh them; who being thus un= 
der cenfure,their voyce is now extinct,and made voide. And 
fo the re{t proceed to vote, which vote is now the vote of all 
the Church, viz.of all that have the power of voting therein. ~ 
ie Xi boa ite $3 


Anf.t0 32.9.p.58,61. Cy 


(Wiefic may not, then ‘its vain and of no efficacie to compel confent 5; it may rather occafion con- 
! If it may, then (as fuppofe it be in the cafe of admiffion of fome member) for the gai 
fining of one man (and that perhaps none of the beft neither) 7, 10, or 20, may be loft, and be 
Li ur off from the Church, But were it not better tolet all things currantly pafle by the moft 
a || t oyces, then thus by feeking to force anuniverfall confent to expofe the Church ro fuchdane 

llpers and imconyenientess ee PAG D : Sab Ligaen} 


12. Notwithftanding all this power aforefaid, by them 
attributed to this Church, when it is yet young, of very 
{mall number and without officers too. Yet doe they. deny 
unto it (though growne never fo numerous and well fure 
nifhed ‘with godly. and. learned; oitteers and « withall 
{trengthened with the confent ef orher Churches, and the 
Chriftian Magiftrates authoritie) ¢°. all power to make any 
particular rules‘or lawes in things indifferent (conducing to 


“the better government of her felfe, and:»more orderly, and 


more edifying performance of Gods worthip, and ute of his 
Ordinances).according tothe generall rulcs of ‘Scripture in 
fuch cafes provided. Anf. to 32, q.p. 66. Cott. cat. p. dy 
KAMLUO £.B. p.9 re sg eae : 


Barr. difcov. p.84,255. Rob. Apol.p.73. 
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~ fipft rial till be have lived fome good {pace amongit them, that they may obferye his. cor] Ro. 
_-werfation, wharfoeyer teltimoniall he hove. | : lope ee 
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and prophane. Apal.p.25326527,34:: An/t0.9.P0/.p.6),62. members. tranfient| 
AAnf.t0 32.g.p.11,12,21.| P.W.anl.to rogue.’ for. the time onely 9/5 
- Rob. juftif. ps 59, 715855 Tee Apilep. 205470. BY & 
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Of Church memberlhip- and admifsion of more’ 
_ wecmbersintothe Church thus constituted 

: and erected, 3 


SF, 
on Ce 


/ 
CAS) 6 


on ts 
fh, 


\ 
‘ 


eo 


a 


XE: A LL men are bound, fay they,to become ‘fetled mem.° 4, What if it be VE 


"A bers of fuch a particular Church; as: is. before deferi- (though poffible) ye #2 
‘bed; And whofoever doth nor, (if ‘potlibly he can) finneth, 


for the prefent ver}} 
iMconvenient,and diff 
‘And whether he can or no, yet he remaines for the time commodious , mafi 
without the vifible Church of Chrift (for which they fre- they not delay JY 
guently alleadge » Cor.5.12.) and. in that eftate uncapable While? No,lay they 
of any ¢ Church ordinance or priviledge, though he benor ek can ke kK 
only baptized, but alfo truly converted, yea, eminent in the papa 2 
profeflion of faich,and practile of holinéffe, evenunto mar= the-more, and wi: 
tyrdome it felfe.. Anf. t032. 9. p-1%;30,38. | Diag: P.p.4, ll to make: the in IO 
R.M!.to0 E.B.p.6.. Nay; he is accounted as one that defpi- 8*8emene the mo 


5 ( fh : ., ealle, they allowfom 
{eth Church-fellowfhip, and fo unworthy: of it, yea, wicked ‘;; wer, 
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why may not this fa) ¥, 


vour be allowed ro all as wellastofome? Aifo-how doth this agree with the tenour of th VB) 
covenant that limits notime 2 and with the fenfeiof ic, thar. (as they conceive }. obligeth a ARS 
the members to aske and take counfell of the Church, andnot toremove without their confenliows 
asis both betore’and after faid ? e Yet fometimesthemfelves confeffe that men converted! 4 | 
haveright to the Sacraments,and Church priviledges.in their flate, as beleevers and men. co; OW 
verted: If there were any that could adminifter the fame unto themswhich ordinary Minifter Vy : 
cannot do,fay they,whofe power reacheth only to church members. Thefe things do not.coher¢) > ! 


2.Perfons admitted are either infants,or fich as are of age, ’ Vey 
low 


3. When any perfon of age is co, beadmitted,he is frit co: | y 
defire and feeke it in this or that particular Church. And. y 
therefore to make his.defire knowne to. the Church by fome | Ke 
of the Elders,or members of thefame R.J1.to W.R.\ 7.14,” £ If the man Be nd] WP 
toR.AL|F.W.toT.S.| Anfto 32. 9.p.8. otherwife wel know}lia 

4. Which faid Elders. or others doe  firft privately exa- and approved , he #/AYj 


not admitted to thi) 


gine _ 


[WP Leche party: be awo- 
Ai ;mom, “or <Otherwife 

veake ih expreflion, 
ome tellus, char the 
pody ‘of the ‘Church 
eets'more: privately 
n'the week day,tore- 
eive {atisfaGion tou- 
hing them. “£; Cato 
RC, But if-all the 
thurch meet -then , 
ow is it ‘more pri- 


ys ‘how thall the reft 
pb, by their renent ) ju- 
Inticially  confene ‘to 
vi ot they ‘doe 


pred Crp 3+) then'they:propound the man andvhis motion 
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-mine him, touching his knowledge in the Do@trine of faith, - 
and the truth of his converfion,as is before fhewed. H.w.to 
MB. [sf t0TS. | E.C.t0 Rs Coffe AL torR. Bf, 
Py (YE iT, Rieke eons te 2 ay Seo DR 

5. Ifthe examiners (upon this triall) conceive him not fit 

‘to enter into Church fellowship, then he is there flayed 

without any further proceeding. 7. AZ.to R. AZ. yee 


96, TE ithey find‘him fit, (according: to the fitneffe mentid- 


* 


tothe Church; who-are then defired ‘to mauire ‘farthérot 
chimr for their better fatisfadtion. And ifany of them/doe or 
{hall (by fach inquirie) know anything jultly to ‘hinder ihis 
cadmilfion, to declare itbefore he béadmitted, Pa. to TVS. 


om, “After this-a/ day is'appointed (af uallyon the’ Sabbath) 
‘and when otherpublike worfhip ‘is ended, the faid party is _ 
called forth, jand there imakes “s:publike Profefion of his 
Fuith,-and declareth the‘manner of ‘his:converfion ;’ which | 
iCbyitch’as can) isdoniein a continued fpeech of theirown} 
by others (not-fo well-ablé) iv making anfwers ‘to quettions 
propounded to them ‘cécerning the fame: Apol.p.3,4.wher- 
with if any of the companielbe nat fatistied,his admiffion is 
{tayed for the time, till all things. be cleared, and all objecti- _ 
ons anfwered:: And then by confertof:the-Church,he enters _ 
into’Churchecovenant with them, and {ois admitted inthe — 
fame manner‘as the reft were at the firft conftitution of the 
Church. R. JZ. to WR. | Hay. toM' B.| E.C.toR. C, 
PALO RAL. .t0TS. Sey; re 


| pot know ? And for delegation cr reprefentation they will-by no meanes allow thefe. Somes 


| times they fay their conféfficns are ciken privarely by the examiners, and by them ouly rélated 
| (8 publike to the Church} and fo'theie own publike proteflions and ‘declasations‘are {pared, as 
Aafter Heto So Antimates. “Bur haw doth this’agfeciwith the Apotiles: rile, Doe- nothing pare 
ini, (2a4y, 1 Ti.5,21, If it beaoedfall thariall che Ghurchheare eneomanitelate his: converfion, 
Wt why fhould chey norhearealb? ‘Andaf choexaminers may-beteufted with examining of-fonie, 

Nby noc ofallcheweft alfo? *) 9.3 as CER Ue. 


£} : 
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~OFR, WHEY the patty 4s Load mitted, the Minifter or fome 
one or more of the members of that Church, in name of the 


relt,do give him the right‘hand ‘of-fellowihip; and .do dikes 
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9. Thus for admiflion of perfons, of age. Now. ‘for ins 


gr (being deceafed),died.a member off fome fuch particular. 


€hurch priviledge swhatloever®: «yea, 


in,but without the Church. M* 42, eAnf.t0 iP of, 61,625. a 
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Of their: difmifsing of members from one Churches > 
OS OE to another, or orherwifes 8° 8 8 eck 
BN Operfon once thus-admicted (as aforefaid) into any,’ 
i 4 Noftheir Churches, ought to remove thence without. 
the confent of the faid Church firft foughtand obtained. For’ 
if he ‘doe, they hold that-he breaks covenant. with God ‘and. 
-eceelines epee imameaeca 
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theChittchy arid like Ananias and SapphiPs lies again the 
| Holp:Gholts An fit 9. Pofip:73. Apel. P39 RM1t0 BBs 
p-6. inafmuchas they conceive their covenant bindes ‘them, 


not todepare withourconfent, Tid. 0 Be 
| #Why muft he needs 242; Therefore when any would remove, they require that 
 conlult with this ta bofirft give notice thereof to the’ Charch,: wherewith he is 


her then any other ?_ 


i perhaps this may be 
di more partiall chen 
Many other, becaufe 
8 concerned more. No 
IE mano fic to be judge 

it in his owncanle. But 


BOIS, OWACADIE. Bub” | diay oc 01 hareengE sae (zon less 28 betel ens fon] 
if with this Church, why with the whole Chutch? why hot rather with fome few of the more 


in covenanejand lay beforethem (how many foeverithey bey 
ina publike meetingjboch his reafons for which he defires to 
remove, and alfo tcowhat other'Church ‘he would remove, 
and confule: with them about both. “dxz/\ to 9. Pof-p. 74. 
eApol.pi20.- Q sisdi ta totiiioa (stupid) HIS SSG aus AEST 


ast? whi 
2 


x rat . 


if -fecret and difcreet perfons;that know both how to give counfell, and to keep counfell ? what if 
it bis reafons be fecret,andtiecannet difcover them bur to hisdhame,loffe ordangeres * SGikP 
“sg, upon. examination, they approve both of his reafon 
, whi, and-of the, place whieher he would goe, then they con2 

—- fentsand- giving him lecrers,of difmilionand recommendas 
tion to.that orher,Churchi they fend him away with theix 


prayers and. bleffing. Lbid. ok eo 

~ 4. 1f contrarily they approve not, ‘either the one or the 
other, they diflwade him from his purpofe, if they prevaile 
fot, they ‘wilt nor-hold him by’ violence, (for tliat they can- 
fiot, yet chey will neithér give thcir * confent, nor give him 
their letters of recommendation (though he were otherwife |, 
never fo well deferving) nor fed him away with their bene- 
dition, as otherwiféttigy would. Ibid. “Yea, tie fhallde- 
pe tittle better then an excommunicate, as_a Covenants 


If this be fo, as the 
niLifciples faid of mar- 
iage, {¢ is nos good 
30 souch this Coyve- 
anc: A man may 
oon enter into this 
bond, but he cannot 
fo (oon get free again. 
sc hefe are hard coné 
ditions: He mult dit 
Wxoyerall to a multi- 
tude (many of which : a alse aed pe ea he eo AS i 
re no wiler then they fhould be) whoare to be h'sjudge inrheir own icaule's and who Catal 
ure him of their judicious and unpartiall dealing 2 Ie.may be (though his reafons benever fo 
ufficient yet) they will not confent to his departute 5; And if he depart withour confent, he. 
2oes nor only not commended, but tacitely accufed flandered; not only nox bleft, but virtually | 
aft out and curft; and tomake up hismifetie, (if ali Ghurches were of theif way »)for'ever made 
ncapable of admiffion into any other Chureh;.and fo neceffitaredto live (he and his)all their 
ayes as an heathen and publican without the pale of che Churchs “I here beiig (asit feemes) 
i) a tacite agreement antong!t them tq receive no members from one Church co another, unleffe 
f they bring with them lesters‘of difmiffion atid recommendation, “Yea, aman chat is once ene - 


ne 


reaker with God and man, and as one that is wifein his — 
own conceit, and refufeth to heatKken to countell. Jbid. 
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I confider thefe ftri&t ryings of pegple to their owne members and officers, I cannot but pitie | 
the good people of this Kingdome, efpecially of this Citic, if the New England Difcipline and |¥% 
Goverament fhould take’ place, (as mianyof-chem'do-défires) Fof howiwiil they indure co be fa | 
tyed who baye foloag time accuftonied.to keep with nofocietie; but: to:picke and choofe, nove ON 
one and then another,every Sabbath dlmott anew Miniftirie aad.aneyy Church 3 yea, renacie | YO 
only held it asa Maxime, Thac.they wall be bound to none; That they may lawfully goe | $0} 


where they like beft, and where they can profit moft,&e oe: K 
apa: bitets Sedersd bas Qnibes noidsende eA eh van we ont aS 
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Of Church-Communion in generall, whertinit tonfifts, 
and feparation fromity. 8 


. é : ae cs : : eiitine vine ror Ng 
F Hey folicitoufly diftingnifh betweene Church+com-) Batre y 
“munion,and Chriftian or religious communion. This {5 ;,.. 7 te i | 

latter they hold generally with all whom they conceive to’ aparticular ‘eer Hy is & 
be true Chriftians, without reference to their Church eftate, before by them, defisl 2 
and-whether they be in:Church eftate or no: therefore they. acd the diftindion| PW 
will conferre; pray with them, &c. | Bur the former they: might ue aural Pai Ves 
hold onely with fuch as they acknowledge tobe true Chiut~ word Church ia Seri 

’ Lue eee ies 1 nos cay iveed et Cake We ° ; 7 "ae : pture fometimes Xe! 
tends it felfe £0 all, or any beleevers on.the face of the earth, without refpeé had to any (uch) 
congregational union, therefore Cburch communion. will and may extend ic felfe to all comal YA 
Munion with vilible beleevers in all religious duties whatloevers For as there is a perfecutionhw' 
of the Church,Ga/.1.23. Prayers of the Church, 4.12.5. and a communion of Saints with 
our fucha refpett, fo .a communion of the Church in allreligious duties, without fuch ‘Woy 


i 


«i 
oxi 


refpect, . 1. : a ; P73 ae 
ane A ‘ ; E : 0 : ches, 


. yer io 
f 7 4 — 
Bvihida ase§ 


FZ ESSAY TIN ry ny ope — + Se, Lae | ee an = 
I Opee Oped Obie Ob a0 O¥KC OPEC NTAYS SF a ee 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 


A Narration of fome Church-Courfes 


ches,and with their Church-members.. Anf,t09. Pof-p. 62, ha 


av teo sa Rebiaf-hath a difkinion not much unlike,ofprie. 
secu) oo. ts Swateand: publike communion, that he allowes. 

wich all Chriftians,this only with Church-mem- 
“bers; concerning which fee his. whole treatife of 


_ publike and private communion... 


J oosy on onasvon @e’They. call. that. Church: communion: which is only in: 
«>. iach duties, priviledges and-ordinances 4s. are proper to {uch | 
Bh X54 FOG particular focietie,and belong to none other,.as ©. Admiffi- 

~~ -*~ 9h of members into their focietie.. 2. Mutuall watchfulneffe- 
“+... ofeach member over other. 3. Admonition in way to cen= 
.-<) fare..4. Excommunication, 5. Re-acception. into focietie, — 
>. 9 95° again aponrepentance.. 6. Adminiftration, and receiving : 
6.5.49 @fthefeales. 7¢ Vocation:of Minifters and all other officers,, 
"and depofing of them again. e4u/. to 9. Pof-p.63. e4nf-to’ 
aug pen eA POR pitefe Ae sir chore ace hee ae meen ee 

> Here we may fee 3, As for ™ preaching, reading and hearing the word,ca- 
jijhow much. and how - techifing,praying,finging of Pfalmes,bleifing the people, &c.. 
uf ei aa So ds - though performed by Church officers. and members onely, 
our brethren of thar -ad.in the Church Aflembly.onely, yet in thefe, they -hold,, 
yay doe fo frequent- there 1s no Church communion ac all. -Anf,.00 3*%-4-P 7328. 


ly (perhaps fixedly) Anf.to9: Pof-p.62. Apol.p.26,34,. Psi 
preach and pray with Rob. justif. p.192,195- HATS AR te’ 
not only privately - Sou rier cre ernest SoS DReaR CR 7 a 
in houfes, but in our publike affemblies alfo, we. (fooles) thinke all. this.while, they hold. 
Church communion with,us,and do thereby a@ually own our. Minifterieand Church eftate as. 
true. But,alas,chere is no fuch matter. Ic is but Chriftian communion at the beft, Neither doe 
ghey at all preach unto us, aes ty US),43 Minifters ex offic o,muich leffe as our Minifters;No. @ 
ey will nor-confefie themfelves to’ be fo'miich as members of opr Churches: but ex dono; only 
men well gifted,and (yable td edific the church by.their gifts, as'meere privateimen, ex come 
und officio cbaritarit, as any man ele may doe. that bath a gift to {peake to the churches ¢div 
cation, Nay,what doe they more tous ia publike then. they would do to fo many Turks or 
Unidians,to whom they would preach, and with and for whom: they would pray (I belecve) as. 
gvell as they do unto and with,and forus., If they judzed any Church communion to confit in. 
any of thefe things they could (following their own principles) no more joyn with us in preas 
ghing and prayer,then aow they doein Sacraments. The like isto be thought of their hearing: 
nf our Minifters alfo, Spree Ss tee : . 
4, Thefe things, fay. they, doe not onely belong to» 
Church Communion ,. -but to the Communion of: this, 
ee : | » particular. 
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# rricular hurch ftated.a: member; 
‘and therefore are to be pertotmed onely tothe members 


_ thereof, and not.tothemembers of 
Teffe to any fuch as areynot at allin Church.eltate. «4n/- 
REG GUase Oe Sales tare ee taag ee ed 
_ §. Efpecially Sacraments are to be adminiftred ( as onely 
by Minifters of the fame Churches: as.iaftet’ fo) onely to 
Church ¢members , and? members of the fame Church: 
_ Anf, 109. Pof-p:6263364366470. An/,to 3 22g. prkis12,37- 
Apal.p.29,3039 4041, Cott catepO,7.R, AL,to E. B. 
Prae5rO [RAL Re i and 


of Chrift may partake of the Sacraments-asiniembers ‘of the Catholique 
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ccamentsdo rightfully belong to.all vifible belecversand theit {eed,-as fuch, if {0 be there wer) 
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-* How'doth this agré 
“with that. which fol] 
lowesjafter of adminil x 
dtring and receiving 9 WY 
Sacraments in othe yo 
‘Churches by vertue 
the communion ofl 
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churches, 
© Howis it thentha y, 

they. acknowledge \ =< 
ANL0 9. P0f.p.6 3,64 
Apol pP. 67,215 4496) 
that {cattred members W 
Church-. Alfo that Sa) 


any Minifters now that might lawfully adminifter che fame unto them, viz. {uch as were thi NO. 


‘Apoltles and Bvangclifts. ‘And that the reafon why they cannot now actually partake therei y p 
~ is becaufe now ordinary Minifters power extends not beyond the bounds of their own church 4 


Whence Tinferre, 1.thatthen charch-memberfhip,is. nor neceflaric to participatio n of the Sa.N 
craments, of it felfe, bur by accident only, 2, that beleevers are not uncap3ble of Sacrament j/6 


(by their own tenent) through any defed in themfelyes, but in the minifteric, (chat I fay.nof\& 
41 God) they indeed ‘are capable of them, bur God hath provided no minifteric.co adminifter ¢ ox 
‘fame tothé,I mean,ro {cattred Saints, 3- That participation of Sacraments is no part of chug iD 
communion, fince of right it belongs as well to all yifible beleevers, -as fuch, chough they 6) AY 


/mochurch members at all. 4. That Baptifme is not given only to.a Church body. 5, That.| 7s 
was not intended as afeale of che. Churchecoyenane:, All which ave contrary to their tenengon! 


® Here alfo they feeme'as before not, conftaut to themfelves, wh : 
munion of Churches the Minifter of one Church may adminifter the Sa 


~ Teevers) feeing the’A poftles did fo: and fecing ordinary Minifters haveas 


as are no members,as over the members of anot her Church, both being witheug the Church 


~ , 6. They-hold that if any finne be committed\ by any in 
the Church, for want of watchfulnefle, and admonition in 

- others, all the body is defiled: therewith, and -madetiable'te 
a common judgement, as was all Ifrael by Achans finne. 
efnf.to 32.94.p.50. Anf.to 9.Pof.p.75. Difcoureof Cov, 
P:7- Apol.p.1Oe 
97, Thataman that is (ai juris, may not lawfully Rand 
member of fuch a Church, in which he cannot obferve and 
enjoy all Gods ordinances, nor where any ‘corruption in 
Gods worlhip,or other finne is fuffered unreformed, but if 
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who, after tell us that. by cow” 
craments to the me 
ders of another Church: why not then.to fuch a8 are members sof no Church alfo { being by 


aments Y 
ey 
much power, overfug) 
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1 Who then may {tag} 
members of th ; 
Churches?or ywill chi}; S44 
fay that there are 414 
corruptions amon 


iV mathea fuffered?.doubt- 
| ¢ dele rf other: Chure 
Ys ches may be judges, 
4). Coot chemfelves who 
Vy: BF. parties): they are. 


1" fet formes of Pfalmes 
it to be fung as Prayers 
}) ‘and Praifes to God, 
Hynsand: of benedi@ions 


| i “pet orc) {ome of them 


lf fer formes of cate 


igh 
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ofe to their ovwne 
siinciples, they’ muft 
pant that not onely 

en.and groffe wice 
d defile the worthip 
| Godto all the fo- 


hye 
Lig 


aulty one way,as well as others are another way.I 


i x "Yct themfelvesielbaee: os 05 


Aig Phurch. So Robinfons cat.of Difcipline, added co the end of -Perki 
jorme of Prayer too ? whereas they diflike fet formes becaufe impofed; 
1pofition by lawfull auchoricie of that which 48 Favefull (fo far onely as. 
‘hake it unlavefull; P faould rather chinke it fhould make it neceffaric: A 
4} tleate that ofr fer formies have been fo impofed as leave no libertie ofa 
pling any chingaway: Vanfiver, we have no fuch impofition among 
(ath fhewed that ny man might lawfally adde, what he would 
jha0t, perhaps,take avwvay or alcer ought: But fuppofing th worft 
jm'gidly impofed by law,tlat ao man mightadde to, or alter, 
iets did both adde to what they thought defe ive, and alrer 
hat they judged untawfalls 1 fee noreafon why the fault of the im 
fitch as‘obeyed thelr 


NIE they will walke” 


ptie, but alfo unregene : : 
even fecret Ginners alfo (fuch as acbau was) though perhaps they have the truth of 
y beadmitted. Of which fee before Art. 6, But chen 
etie cana man joyne'to be affured not tobe dekilod # 


A Narvasion of fore Charchscomfes 


hetbe joyned toit, he mutt fep 
thetewith, nf. to 32'gip.323351 2 8 es an 
Aoccn "Rob djuftif: P-1531631975200,201, fohuf-plea,p. 
WO SA Barrids(eov.p:205;29, 34538. 9 9) 2 


be alfo as hard co reduce as others ares 


arate. from it, elfe he is'défiled 
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Efpecially where‘any fet Leitourgy, or * fet forme of - 

prayet is impofed to-béivfed:- An/-to'9:P ofp. §235.9,60,6r. 

M! Alt0'7. AL Coie che. p56. \RALCOE.B.pd” eae 

es Cos Fohafipleayp.245,285: Brown.confell.art.45.. 
| Cannes necefl, of feparation, p. 110, Rob, 


{peciall 


¢ 
- 


ifmeof the 
ns cat, Why then nota fet 

I cannot fee hovy bare . 
itis Lawfull) thould 
nd. whereas they ide 
dding, altering or ta- 

re 285 feeing all experience . 
sthough by the law, he might 
that our fer formes were fo 
or. take away ought, yet if Minie 
What was offenfive, and leayeour 
ofers fhould be imputed _ 


chifing, and confe'(fidns. of Faith, as WP; [TC his Gatech 


Vanfwer, we have io fich impofition among us, 


impéfition’no farther then it was faulilee, i i 
‘<9. And where bad men are fuffted to come to the Sa> 
eraments with the good, becanfe thereby both the ordinan- 
ces, and alf that partake in them. are defiled. Apol.pi37. 
7. Dato La. ROWRE Sue Sat Wa aan 
1: Barto p sa obisnpipp 15,497 208,304. 
sateiperfons, and all-that give not,goad evidence of cheirconyerfion, 
erhap: ! grace, if 
who fhall {cape frce ? or with what 
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4."W Hey grant that feverall Churches have a *Communt- 
© "ff on-amongft themfelves, whereby they do ‘and may 
® mntually partake each with other’ tt fome Chureh-ordi- 
‘nances,* as Sacraments.. And that this Communionis both 
‘Between the Minifters and members of thefame. ‘An/-to 9. 
Pof-p.62578.. eAnf.to 32.9.p.29. Apol.p.2,13.| R.A. to 
‘E B-p.tle ~ Bisons Perr pt eres, +e 


43% 76 ENP ERAS FE Li “ $543 ~ te 2 2 rey . « MM : 
ny members in the fame Church-withour.covenant, © How canthisfta 


© If there bea come WA 
munion of Churches,|/ 4 
then an union, where-|4 vi 
by many — therefore WG 

4 | a 
may be rightly called x 
one. And if an union) Oy 
of many Churches|%O) 
withour Covenant ,) Ne) 
why not alfo of miei 7 
nd with tkeir doGrine| & 


Ne) 
| 


“of the covenant before, which tyeth the member's to-cburch duties only to their own Church >) Ay 
‘and that Sacraments belong onely ro the membérs of their owne Church: and with thers daw] 7) 
€trine following that Minifters are Minifters only to their owa people, and canaor doe a mi WO) 
nifteriall a& to any but fuchas by calling them, have given them power over them, which fome) OX 
of themfelves perceividg,rather then part with this laccer(which they hugge as. precious truth) 


are content to queftion the form 
-done in Sacraments (by vertue of chur 


nication aifo 2 3 


©“ °a, By vertueof this Church communion, they fay; one 
‘Church by letters of recommendation may give ‘power to 
‘another Church over any of her Members for Excommuni- 
‘cation, and the * Minifters of one Church may convey pow- 
et tothe Minifters of another Church for Adminiftration of 
the Sacraments ‘to. any of their members. Cort. cat. p.7. 
‘Apol.p.2,14,26,40, | 7.w.toT.S. Hence the infants of 
fome of Windfr Church in N.E shave been baptized by the 


‘Minifters of the Church of Dorchefter there. RAL, tow .R. P 


= a . - a f : 4 ‘ ‘ a wl \ 
authoritie to another, and convey his power over tohim, as: his deputic 


the Churches depute >. 


* 3. But without firch letters of recommendations, and 
- Formall granting over of fuch power, from one Church and 
Minifter co.another, it were Y unlawfullin.any cafe to.admi- 


¢onmunicate for 4 time with any other charches but their owas: but they make no bones e i? 
from Cus Minifters and Churches; belike we have neithelipy 
they may doe with us whar they: lifts. WEN 


- Betting all the members they cari 
) true Minifters nor Churches, and therefore 
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former of the communion of Churches, as S. E. * If this may bey} 
ch communion) why not in O¢dinat ; 


ion. and. Excommus yy 


x This. Divinitie i 
ftrange tome. Them 
felves-hold the Minis v/a 
fers power is not higi gy 
own, bur concredited AW 
to him by.che churchs Yt 
fothat he is buta Dea! NOI 
putie himlelf, ¢7 de ey 
putetus non pote/t ded)" 1 
atare... How. then pw 
ihould he derive his} yw 
, who himfelfe is bur] R 4 
zi | le 
y They are very ceng|//2?: 
dervoflofing any of PA 
theirmembers,and off} 
having them but c@jhe 
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- nifter any Church ordinance to any Church or members but 
their owne, or .to.admit.them.toany Church.communion — 


use aipon any pretence whatfoever. Apol.p.14,26,40. | 


ae 


"4. Though they hold it lawfull by this Communion of — 
Churches for one Church toadmit the members of another — 
santo fellowfhip.of Church ordinances and priviledges; yet 


nor okevery Chareby. «Bank they chan, themfelvesbound to 

~~ Snowrthe Church well (whofe members they fo admit, a5 

well as the members themfelyes ). whether it bee,a.true 
Churchor afalfe,a pure Church, ora corrupt, edu. te 

32. ., A Oe eS Ae GOR S ae ein Sea “Qs ee na : 

: : Md that if they fhould admit any members, of a falfe a4 

Church,they fhould offend in fo holding communion witha 

|  falfe Church ; yea, if they fhould admit any membersof'’a — 

“2 Whar ero ag corrupt Church,they fhonld be defiled by fuch communion ; - 
e What ground for. nem sei: Cath ols i : 
this d,ftinttion, ofde. Bulefle they did firlt proteft againft their corruptions. nf. 
WwijGlement by Church £0 32.9.7.22. | 7. C.princed letter, p.12.. yet they: hold ne 
\hj communion, and no fuch z defilement by admitting them ‘unto ‘religious com 

}hy-defilement by religis munion, though their Church were not only impure; but ut- — 
i OBS commanion ¢ terly falfe, : iis SES t ; Sours ae » 


<i 6, They are very ftraight-laced in-denying communion 
This és one caufe to the members of other Churches thar are not *conftitue 
Hlycand the chief why our ged and governed in the fame manner with their own; Which 
delhi godly Engi onely they conceive to be conttituted and governed accor- 
going over thither are hide PT Pars a ge ASE 5 Be Qo Re 
dyer rejected from all © ing to the tule Of ATI. Luf. tO 32.9. p. 82, 83,84. 
isChurch communion YCda, if a companic of approved godly people, fhonld fig 
athere: Not becaufe of downe meer them. (where their power reacheth) differing 
any perfonall defe@, from them onely in fome points. of Church-G overn ment, 
but becaufe of the re~ fome of them tell us, that not only they Ne date 
puted corrupe eftate {| PAPAS eis ama AL ia {] houl Sos ate, 
of our Churches, ~ OWned asa liter Church, but ould alfo be in danger of © 
fa, evhercoftheyftand,or . se 5 et 2 BACH | 
(ittydately did ftandasmembers. * If upon fuch fmaller differences they be fo fevere, how-much 
‘bi more would they bein'greater 3. Some of cheit partie hereplead bard.to be iudulged:in. leffee 

_ differences,yet what thole are we may not know,or whether they be leffer or greacer, colerable “ 
dna Ghurch or not,and if they be nor hearkned unre,they are apt to cry our, Perfecution, perles 
wution : yet whencthers defire the like favour of them, they tell us chere is no tayour to be ex~ 
peGed ifwe perlift to breake any Rule of Chrift, their meaning is, if we fullow them not 

. clofe intheir veayes, Sovpartiall and fclfith are fome men, that they ghinke all feyeritie to 
- soshers too little, to themfelves too much. sgedehy lice AES bol HisAa Laue 

L eave te fevere 
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fevere punifhment by the civill Magiftrate,H.7.to.P HT. 


~. What theyhotd of ovr Englifo Churches and Minifters 
feein the P oft {cript.- MA O13 eth eh BA? yh ads 


Of Excommunication and Re-acception intochurc bm 


oo fellonfhipagainupon repentance. 

. NL I find little difference herein betweene them: and: 

© ethers of the reformed Religion, more then what: 
| isabove touched,favethat ee 
“ee! ¥9 ert of them BS ' Caine | “A < e the {can-. . 

a | Heare fome oft i 1 have preft that not only the fcan- f And‘no marvell: For! Ox 
_& dalons,bur alfo'the *non-proficients, that grow not in: :¢ : i/o) 
parc Sisk MET etd Te vot eT , ~ if none mult. be of}? 

grace under the meanes,might be excommunicated ;, Which. 


‘e 


2. : | , » the Church but reall//XY 
was the ground (as fome of them report) of a sroundleffe, Saints, fuch as har Te; 
courfefer on.foot amongft them at Cambridge in N. Engi... uth of grace, whichl NS 
That the people met together privately at certain times, Get srnceiaves _ IA 
Weekly or fortnightly, each one to hold forth unto the reft. portid. grow in as KS 
the Workof God upon his or her (oul, from their firft conver= therfore it muft need “lke 
{ion untathat prefent day,that fo their Pastour might.know follow that fuch\/@ 
how they grew ingrace. AW .toM'B. 6, thould. be caft. ous NY 
OM Re PoFks WOOL NA LNCE Te ok ee) Pa And by the fame reaa V/A 
fon out with all thar doe not convincingly thew all fuch eyidences-of orace, as Divines (from if s 
Scripture).do l:y.dovwn as demonftrations. of grace in'men,. But if we clofely hold to thi 6 

way of triall of the members of true vifible Churches, we may wel! make Ghurches (.as the). 
Brownills) confifting of2. or 3. or/perhaps (as out N.E.brethren)of 7,8,0r es members, but we NO] 
fhall rarely (ifever) meet with (uch numerous Churches-as the.Scri ptutes. hold forth, and there: & 
fore. fuch as.all Churches ought to be, as neare asmay.bes. > pai vs 


he Cuap.. XIT, setae 
of Church officers, their office, manner of calling, their’ 
power maintainance, and the dif-officing or de- 
| pofing of them again. 
i J Hen a Church by admiffion of more members}iss 
t N V new grown fo a competent number (which oft- 
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4 4-No wonder it is times provesfome &yeares firlt) then they addreffe thems 
|) dong firft, what for felves co. the calling offome to the Ainittery 
want of fuch choice Ges in the Church. R.AL.to WRe... 
|, |rembers.as they feck, ~~” Se et eae Oty ete eee 
}, and what for want of choice Minifters : for they tell usto our comfort that many thae were 
ih\{ counted good Minifters in old gnz, ate thire laid afide, becaufe the Churches there dee aime 


> re 
: Pe x ¢ ss ‘ 
’ e 2 Se, f ‘ t ‘ L : 


yy hChorch memberthip 3, Gf any of their ownsthembers be fit for the ferviee) 
: Co eon | 
i) all chines, Its ftrae hepa ds ss AIT SNSY. Pi : : 
Ni chat nigel nek Yet fo that none is chofen to bean officer in any Church, till 
i, in the Church whence he be firlt formally admitted » member of the fame Church, 
Wt, fe laft came (by come in the fame manner every way, as others have beene.’ 
ans churches) 1 ito Mt B. -: «Spd oynt bedonot gleae ee 

Bo and him in no” 3. Thefeverall Churches with them, Chow fmall foevery 
i Whar abilities miofe 20d though as yer without any’ officers doe challenge to 


experience’ will “tell 3 lathes? 2 Tointad them inthen 
ghuly informed) ap OFdination. 4. "TO ordaine them with impofition of hands, 
it ¢ members of the prayers, and charges given. them. And in fume, £0 give. 
Church of Bo/fon them all the power, of their office in thac Church in the 
fome fewexcepted) name of Chrilt. 47/.to 32.9. p-40.41.42,68.71. Dilcourle- 
id Rronely fickle to ATOR Eid ALOE ATE, OU EMMELES 
ave had Mt Wheel- iY 
right (that famous : PRG) A Tey Page a hg Ee ete 
amilift) joyned as Rob. juftif. P-300,303. Cannes Necefs, of {epar, | 
oteacher with Mie p29, Barr.refut.of Giff.p.13@. A light for the 
er C.inthat Church, © " 1GN. Po J Rob, Apology. canteen ates fee 
See sks La. anurans teense EMO IESGUN Lome n kein ya ss 
on 4. Whereby it is come topaffe, that évery of their firft 
Have not wee'as Minifters (acleaft) in every-of their Churches, is-ordained: 
much caute to doubr 


of the truth of their : ik A oot ky. 
eae as they of Hames to pray over them,impoie hands upon them, inftrud,~ 


jurs, chey being made Charge them,,and.give them authoritic: there to minifters 
4¥ Meere private men cap ‘. Sip ese ter tae 5 oy a 
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Tim.4e Ugo feeing the Bithops themielves were Presbyters, with whom were other Presbyea : 
$ ever joynedin Ordination of any: Belides, the choice and approbation af many -of usby. 
f people alfo: whether they or we come necrer to the Rule,let the Reader judge, ° Shae 
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ode New England. see ak PS. 


EE: > ie 
‘Lhe aé being the act of the whole Church,but for order,and y 
eale {gke, the formalitie is committed to one ortwo,inname 5, s leit 
of the reft: 1 As the Ifraclites, laid, hands on the Levites, mediately and chod XO 
Numb.8.10. | 7.44.00 R.A, | Anf. 032.4. p. 68,69,79. Ordination’ by cha 
R. Ad.to E.B. p.10. | | iio. “FA KS 
é Rob. juftif. ps 328, 3315339. _ potntment, Nomb, 83 90 

a CEE: Sie eee ss - 18, 13,14. The peopleg 2: 

laying on of their hands in this work was not authoritative, that were needlefle;when God had Ne 
auchorifed then: both immedistely byhimfelfe and mediately by the Prick before, if notpre YA 
famptuous, thar they fhould interpofe theit authoritie, When God himfelfe had efablithed) 

them by his, But either it was obedientiall only, to declare theirs approbation of Gods choicd? 

~ and Ordination, and then it is nothing to our brethrens authoritative impofition of the pecpleg) 
hands. Orrathér (as I conceive) for the fame end for which they were commanded tol ay hand : 
on the head of the facrifice to be offted (as ver/.1'2.) viz, to fignifie that they, /e.cheir fir bot 
by right were all the Lords,and did owe to be but that God of his goodne fle was noyw pleafed 


x 
|) Ba 
AO) 


| The Levites ele@i | 
fox 


toaccept of the Levites for them, ver/.165 : N 
5. They hold that the peoples ™ Election is noronely ef- ™ By this reafon (ime 
- fentiallunto, but alfo the whole fubftance of the calling of ss Dey a ‘that ard AN 
the Minifter, or other officer. But as for Ordination ‘with | se gba } 
impofition of hands of the Presbyterie, or other figne, they o¢ the chicfe dutie of DY 
hold ir not effentiall at all, but ‘a meere formalitie, or folem- the Paflours office Wo! 
nitie of the calling; the prefence whereof addeth nothing (whichispreaching o} [X 
_ to the fubftance of the calling; and the abfence thereof takes oe Word and do alfqi7as 
nothing from it. ef. to 32. 4. p. 7,68,69. Difcourfe of a Peer IO 
Cov.p.23.| RoM.to E.B.p.10, Apol.p.24. ihdtipeenah she ge i 
5-5 Robs juftif. ps 3085 3323 3332334) 335+. Rob. ftour, thould be thi h¥} 
Apol. p. Per eleftonem jus minifterti Presbyte- ater of the place c 
ris Convert: c.Barr.refut.of Giff.p.219,120, Venere by the peoples | 
preach, and by confequent many of our brethren of that way, here it: London, and England | 
should be Pattours of many of our Parifh Churches. Buc doe they count themfelyes (o ? or dd ton 
they cerry themfelves fo ? 7 , 
~G, After the firft officers are thus made by the Church, Ike 
the fotmalitie of ordaining the reft; is ordinarily. committed So that if they havi|h 
to fuch "officers as arMalreadie called and ordained,noras bat one Paftour olf?) 
‘having any more power (by vertue of their office) to doeit, Teacherhe alone laigfAy 
then before; for the power is the Churches, and belongs ht es es 
: ordained: Bu DNo; 
i equally to every member, as a member ; but as being the oy poy site for oll 
dination is, that it fhould bee done by the hands of the Presbyterie, not of one fingle Pre WA 
byter, mach leffe of one private mane It 
3 Churches 
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ig? k will notimputeto 
ithe generall that pri- 
|) gyate opinion (but too 
! Roublikely ‘here: .by 


iidtfome of them vented: 


ptwith wholefome do- 


annergyob cass * 

P Yet their Minifters 
igirequently adminifter 
he Sacraments to the 
members: of -orher 
Churches. then: their 
powns They will an- 
i i wer, that is done. by 
iil. vertue of the commere 
rnion of Churches. I 
reply, But this latter 
ule quite overthrow- 


Wha hat the .Paftor is on-: 
| tly. ‘to feed the people 


j2 rine, the ruling El-. 


itiders. onely to wilt: 
them, and fee co their: 


th the formerand all 


Paftors and:Teachers office, yet in practite they ufually con- 
found them: both Paftour and-Teacher equally, teaching 
and equally applying both the Word and Seales without any 
difference. And either of them ufually fupplying the place 
of both in divers of their Churches, which are not furnifhed 
with both.. See 7.C) his Sermons on Revel, and other texts, 
for prootof this: »Befides what we have by others report. 
8. They hold the officers fo called and made by this 
Church,..are-officers “onely in. and. unto -this particular 
Charch, that hathfo called them. And bound oncly to mi- 
nifter tothat; and the members thercof, and. to none other, 
So that the Paftors,and Teachers thereof may lawfully doe 
no P minifteriall aét whatfoever in-or unto any other Church 
cr the members thereof,then their own..An/.to 32.9.p.11, 
1Sa7 Qo. AM -tO 9K RiP? fad Pod Sah AP Ra Be Rares 
Bes Resi C-sO3 SMrO.¢ cs of € Of \wikie th sot Saino 
Be Rob.-juStifP-317,3183335¢° | 


the reafons they bring for it, which feme perceiving | queffion this rule of communion of 
Churches,others to mainrain the former have invented a power in-every particular Church and 
Minifter to transfer their-own power cyer 10 anorher, Church and Minilter pro tempore, to ade 
inifter the Seales, ( yea,¢nd cenfurts toc) to any of their members, fo that trarflarion be for- 
mally done,as before ¢ bap, o, If there can be no a& valid where there isno power Whether 
minifteriall a@s done by a. mimifter in and woto another Church be not null-and voide: which if 
hey be, then have we maullions of perfons of age unbaptizcd to this yery day. : 


SN | ,| Preaching and Bip» 
eee i (ae izing were Wont to 
Wide joyned rogether, 


- 9. They! grant indeed that Minifters may preach unto, 
and pray with other:Churches and their members, becaute 
: thefeare properly no ininifteriall@é&ts. Onely the admine 
fatth, 28. And the GCAO xe seh 
Vord and Prayer to *tation of the 4 Sacramenis (with them) are properly mi- 
ye counted chicfe imploymenrs of the Miniflers, 144, 6. yea, Preaching rather then Sacra 
hents,1 Cor.2. Butit isthe nature of puptilar government tasincroach upon all or mok of the 
ights of che minikerie,which muft either haye nothing to doe, or but What the people will al- 
ffiow ther,and lend chem their pewer fcr vo.de. Alas pocre, Minifters, it feemes.itis their de-_ 


he Prelates, and now they muft be by their people niferiall 
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reft of the’ Miniffers: And what's this’but- in effe& a compound ‘Pres 
peoples votes, and alfo a’ Canon imade‘by common ‘tonfcat and irnpo 
their ovvn principles. 
others may not as lawfuli 


vice; which 13 moft abfurd in reafon and contradi€tious to ic felf, 
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fed: both contrar 

* They call.chem rulers, and tellus they have great power of Goy 
ment, but thew us nothing that they may doe (except Adminifiration of Sa 
ydoeasthey: unleffe they will fay (as Rob ju/tif 
Rtersrule confiftsin ferying the Church, and the people obey-cheir Miniftee 
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the Minifters have VA 
there agreed amone ft; 

themfelves that nond YA 
of them fhall preacly; 5 
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not commonly receid| 
ved amongft them, rill 
hehave firft commudl' v4 
nicated it with they’ 
byterie ruling without! We 
Y tifa; 
ern i le FF 
craments) whic ‘i 
p16.) hae Mini 
8 in ufine their fer 
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A Narvation of fome Church-Courfes 
395 Minifters (they hold) are onely Minifters of Churches © 
Wi Thus the Conver already gathered, which areall fuppofed ‘to be already reall 
sn of Bnnerswhich ig Saitits,effectually called. So chat the end and wotk of the of- 
Wiese crowne of Mini. fice of Minifters and their Miniftetie,is onely the confirmati- 
}!"lRers Calling,1 Coreg, On arid building up of men already converted and inchurch- 
"25. 1 Thef2uit. is ed. Nor are they bound by vertne of their’ office to attend 
ip Ppulled off their heads, nto the work of t converting fouls; any’ more- then other 
m"Sand parton the head ep cpp og . 7h Hitleit be. the othice of SIS 
Bice cvery gifted bro- gifted brethren: are, who owe it. by the olfice of common 
Ht Iyher, and why notfi- charitie. Any. 0 32-4 -p-80,82. : apes 
het too? fince fach - “. + Rob.jaftif-p.308,11,47.. 
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may poffibly convert whence it muftneeds follow that either none are converted 
pe and das Ty intheir Churches by. their minifterie, or elfe if any be, thae 
: ray cantiine ee wel > fals out only accidentally , not as the direct end of theiz 
iP ind fo they may take Officesand Gods Ordinance. Sas tee 
li Il; Bor what then ~ ee ee ye ab ar pe eich S Stony iighs akg 
i whath the Minifter left hint'to doe by office 2 But if this vere fo it would follow,.s, That 
enMinifter of a Church need notby office preach fome Dodtrines, viz. the Dottrines: of «the bes 
pinnings of Chrift, atleaft:not in-fome manner of teaching them. whence it is: that-fome 
abe held char the Minifter is to apply.him(elfe in all his Sermons to the members, and not to 
WFigthem that are without s. the reft of the members.are to doe that in their prophecying, N. P, 
Hiye- That Minifters being fixed ro particular charges,to which they owe themfelves, and-all hae. 
‘nthey can poflibly.doe, are thereby bound out. from labouring im the worke of converfion of os 
thers at all; it being both withour the compaffe of their calling: (by this doétriie) and beyond 
igxehe poflibilitie. of their povwyer-too,-3) And’ therefore. that either men unconverted’ muft fo. 
(et oOntinue,and perithin their fins,for want of fome body: to feek and bring them home, Or elfé 
mefnen gifted,thatare no Minifters (which I feare upon account will prove but few) muft leave 
Cheir callings, andgive themfelves to the preaching of the word and Prayer, which both were. 
liligently.practiled by the Apoftles (as Minifters) and ‘wath firiG charge impoled upon all Mis 
sifters.to pradtife (as belonging to their office) to the end of the world. Again, if this: be fo, 
snow is itthat Come of our, brethren of that way, are far-more bufie in {eeking our cunverfon. 
zere (not fo much to grace, aso their Church covenant)then to build up their own Churches, 


: iy R=) : 3 
pvith ywhich they. are,in covenant already at home 2, 


4 eae tenent, i€ . ..1g, They acknowledge a molt u frie tye between this 
Nightly, underftood& Minifter and his people, and that che one hath fpeciall pros_ 


mitted. But: how orietiein the other. Apo/.p.11,24, R.AZ.to E.B.p. 11, 


omes. it. then that Be | 
Nome of them:that have charges, as Paftours, imother Kingdomes fax off, yet take and hold. : 
daces of ferled miniftersiall imploymeat here ?- : : 


14, They conceive it unwarrantable that Minifters thould: y 
have {et and certain {tipends or wages, much leffe that they 
our thong a 
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i in New England, 


fhould live upon tithes: But rather upon the peoples * vo- 


Juntary contribution »Weekly caft into the common treafurie,. 


according to their weekly gaines : Out of which the Dea- 
cons are to diftribute both unto the officers and. poore,.ac- 


cording to that which is brought in, and as they conceive to: 


be fit and needfull for every one. R.A: to W.R.| M'.B..to 
S.A.| F.Wt0T.S.| Anft0 32. 9 p77+ Cott. tat. po 7,8. 
—RMAOE.B.p.72%- ty 
Rob justif.p.214, 353+ BarreDifcov.p.5 361,62. 

Brow. onfef avt.20,45. 


per to them, but.as other fervants of the Church. 4, ¥ct may neither know the-cerraia bound) 


-* Let the unpartial NR 
Reader: (now laying yA 
all ends together ke 

judge whether che Mr Xn. 

nifters, according tay 
ther rules, be-not thi. 
unhappieft _ fervant! 9X 
under *Heayen: Foi/) 
i.they mult ferve mai 

5 

Oe 


ny mafters . perhaps; 
many hundred, 2.do Z 
great worke. 3, Ye Oy 
norhing (in effe) pro 2 
NO’ 


“of theit obedience: 5, Nor indent for certain wages: 6. Not change their mafter or miftrefle i Ga 


they doe not like, they may pomibly be expulft,ac the Churches pleafixe, but never.can depart.al 2 
their own : But if this be fo,how comes. to paffe that fone of them amongft'us, doe not on) Nw 
ly reccive, but ftritly require fo much fer ftipend for fuch a LeGure,and fo much more.for fuck’ 
another,or elfe they will not preach, bur alfo can be content to take the glebe,tiches and othe 
profitsot fequefired. Parfonages and Vicaridges amoneftus,as well as others, But in (ome fort 
I marvell not atic, if chat be cttie (which we are credibly informed) that fome of our brethre) 
of she minifterie thers have not long fince complained thattheir Prophets did now propheci) \ 
in facke for want of maintainance. 24, B. to $A. and others of them out of their love hay 


wvarned usof the likedanger,if tithes. (amongftus) fhould goe downe. 


therefore no marvellif our brethren that have_been bitten with the peoples cold. contribution 74 
there, be conitentto forfake that rule,and to covenant for wages,as we dog here, | 3 


5. Asthis Church hath power to make. her own Mini- 
fters,{o alfo to * queftion, cenfure, unmake and depofe them, 


and by reaffuming their power,to reduce them into the ftate. 


of meere private men again. And this alfo they claime pow- 


er to doe (as well.as the other’) without any authoritative’ 
concurrence of any others whomfoever ;: whofe counfell al-. 
- though they may, and perhaps will crave and ufe, yet that is.. 
done freely without any authoritative obligation a” fore ex-. 


trerno. Anf.to 32.4-p-41. Anf-to9:Pof-p.77.|7. C.printed. 


Letter, p.3. 


p.26. | Seper. Confrart.23.. Cann. necell. of fe-- 
Pare Pe 155s. 
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pe Narration of, fome Church-Cour{es 


Ls © ROR S52 OSf) Sh) ROU Paeey Jige, + dors Hoa 
| Of thofe whom they call Prophets, and of prophecying, 
oe spy os yor private menspreaching. 


Hh} Some fay without ce BE ah it lawfull for meere private perfons (i.e; 
Wipiny, Moderator, at ° ‘dd {uch as neither.are in office, nor are ever likely tobe) 
Witicafure , whereby. to exereife their gifts in and before the whole Congregation; 
Pkrange things have in ¥ preaching,7. ein expounding and applying the Scrip- 
; pe. sents Rose " tures to the feverall ufes of ‘the auditors, by inftruction, con- 
(morionlly abufed., .. fitation,teprehenfion,with all authoritie ; yea,chat this is an 
“Ws. >.» ordinary and perpetuall ordinance in the Church grounded 
too oo MpOn 1 -Cor.14.| eFnf-t0.32.9.978. Cottecat.pr6.| RAZ, 
Me Bat fuch occafions to E.B.p.7. Theres abook printed,called,A Sermon prea- 
Mire mot rare with ched at Plimmouth in N.E. which (as Lam certified) was 


nen, who oft for a made there by a Comber of wooll. 
ad FE iwwRik BEG. 0 TE ee Oh oy units eae biices V byin domt ashi fev d Coast 
Ni Reig dn their Chur- » Rob. justsf. p.183. Pohaf-Ing.p.7. A light for the 
hes’, at leaft a fall ft ed GAU Pal Qac, ai ool tin anderset cial 1 otfe do 
apply. Allo fome of Someof them (indeed) tellus that its feldome nfed, viz.on- 
fhem have “their Jy where the Church is * unfurnifhed with officers; or in 
Jf armies, and fo cheit cafe of their abfence or ficknefle. “Anfito3z2%g.p.792 0 
Wa pamilies or feryanits fo stds, FY Aa SOAS SMe St MRC aR 4 Ed eae Ree esa 25 4909 

WW ar off from their fettled Congregations, as that they cannot poflibly come every Sabbath 
uardly any) to the Mintftesie. there 3 “and therefore mult either preach one to anothtr,orrelfe 
uteerly without. I, P,Befides (we are inforined from chence) the peoplesoflate,erow more 
Wh *iolene in clayming thar their precended libertie and priviledge of publike prophecyins, urging 
Abr. it che writings and arguments of 44" Rod. the Brownilt,fometimes alfo concemning and de- 
(biting their owa Minift-rs and Churches, becaufe they are not fufired'to injoy it. MB.to 8A, 


_ 2; Alo after their Preaching they. take upon them to 
bleffe the people at their difiniffion,as the Minifters doe. 

N Aor _ 3. Likewite they have a. courfe (before their difmiffion) 
brie courfe at the, £2:3iveleave to-any that doubts of any thing that hath been 
a, if dath openly ro then or formerly delivered in publike by the Minifter orany 
ifiinplead che Minifter other,*publikely to propound theirdoubts, and make ther | 
ie ¢ errour delivered , | Cee eee a 

lO¢fore all the people 3 were it not mote civilitie, pietie, charitie, and prudence to talke with 
Lim firftin private : whereby esther the doubter may be fatisfied, or the Miniter reduced, and 
oth without any moleftation or {candail to the people,or reproach tothe Miniter? Befides, ' 
| vho muft be judge in fuch a cafe, muft the injudicious multitude 2 For other judge they will 


| pt allow (I meane én foro externo) nor any appealeto an higher Court, eae 
pe See ; ebjectic 
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| 
Objections, and to argue pro and con, about any matter good & 
for edification.W.T.to P.H, Anf.to 32.9.p.78,Cot.cat.p.6. 1% 


“a P2 > Barr.difcou.p.139« Fohnf.Ing.p.7: 


at Cx AP, MLE: : 
ofthe” independlencie of one Church upon another, aid yon goncannt 
of t ee 7 pen CHC1E of one Churc upon ANOECY, Ani them. grow fhy of th}? 


the Combination of feverall Churches. together, — word independent |¥ 
| ' HP, in his Epiftle cin 
in Claffes, Synods, OC. = the Reades Some ui 


ectly renounce it, Apel. Nar p. 230 But yet its generally owned by moft.in the name, R. 
t0 BB p.9, Aneto 32.9 p.46,47,64,656 byallin the thing, as after, An/to 3 2.9 P.43544.4 


I iG ea grant that Churches may and ought toconflle = « 

| and advife one with another, in any doubtfull matter 

incident, and ought to hearken to the good advice of one an= ¢ They Jove no i 
other. And therefore they fometimes allow combinations of erative. Synods al 
divers Churches for confultation: But. nor © imperativeor _Presbytertes but the} 


oercive, -Az/.t0:3 2.9.p.64,65,66, : haye ftore. of imper diye 
¢ er ‘s C. 4 if # Vid sae )> aah _ tive Churches, wi 
jo nf. Pitas p.251. may command , yeq 


compell borh members and Miniflers to a€,ir may be whathey like not: why have not mae 
ny Churches united as much powcr over every particular church within the union, as mania 
members united have over every perfon among# themfelves. | < 


’ 2. But that each particular congregationall Charch is the 
fapreme judicature, whole powers abfolute and imperiall, 
and therefore may and ought-to tranfact. all things within 
themfelves without feeking or {ubmitting unto any autho- 
ritative concurrence of any other Churches. 2.7L. tow.R. 
Cott.cat. P.12,13. An/.to 32.9.p.44,62,64,65 66.7.7, ant, 
to 10. yueft. : ae | 

Rob. juftif.p.107,1125444. Jobn/plea, p. 70,251. 
 Barr.difcov.p.26t, Ls 


3. Therefore they hold it unlawfull for any fuch combi- 
nations, whether in Claffes, (i.e. compound Presbyteries) or. 
Synods provinciall, national], or others to. take upon them 
authoritatively to determine or decree any thing in matter 
of doctrine or practife, as intending thereby to oblige any 
more,or others then their own perfons,no notin foro exter= 
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Hui Hie 70. Much leffe to execute any cenfare at all upon any other, 
| d Yet fome tell us nor yet upon any of themfelves prefent, though never fo de. 
yy thac M'P, and Mt. jinguent: All this belonging onely to particular congrega- 


pike chapter e tionall Churches,as their proper right. Therefore alfo they 


Mt | egotiate for them -deny all reprefentation of Churches abfent : all authoritative 
i, here,which could not 4 deputation or fending of Meffengers to act for them: All 
ii; be,but by fome decree _ appeales from the particular congregation to any higher ju- 
ra AA GaRSL ip CEH dicature Ecclefiafticall. Ibid. bios 3 4 oa) 

PR ORE tyes fan al. In c . eee 

i af they may decreea- | fohinf. 104. Pi70- y . SS 

ih pents, and their in- = 4 Tf any Church among them doe erre or finne in any 
W ktractions , why not . tthe relt h 4 
Wester chines alio. ag notorious fort, the reft agree together to call them to anac- 

HM ced ouree ** gount,to inftruc, advife, reprove, admonifh them, &c. If 
‘Ace not here virta. ACY Prove obftinate, and obey not their advifes and admo- 
7 Onhar site i. Mitions, &c. then they likewife agree together to © defert 
nafi decrees? and ig them, and withdraw themfelves from their communion. 

ot this virtually a It maybe alfo tocallinthe aide of the Magiftrate to punifh 
i emg aby them with the civill {word, if the caufe require it. Anf- to 
icitiono one cnurc 22.4. 62 ° An . £0 .Po “. ),' . R.M, eDe. iV. + 
by many combined or e 4? 379-| je ae P77 | Cr ee 
vacreed together? For 7-2/7 + fO7> ECR, ston | | 

greed toget 2 : 
hap te the Gabitante Cannes Guide to Sion, about the midft. 
pf excommunication, : : Bb Si 
but a.cafling out of Church communicn,which this is: If they fay its more, viz a delivering 
Wiupto Satin, I Anfw. So is this, Bor as Chrift reignes within the Church ,. fo Satan in. the 
world, which is,all chat is without the vifibleCharch: So that whiles they oppofe Excome - 
munication Synodicall, theyfeeme toeftablith it, Nay that defertion of a whole. Church is 
# farre more cruell and dangerous, then any Excommunication ufed by a Claftis or Synod, 
‘x. Becaufe by that fumetimes a whole Church or many Churches are cut off, but by this oncly 
al) one or more particular perfons only,the reft being retained in communion fill, 2, By that the 
} Charch fo left to themfelves,is left in their errour, by this in likelihood forced from it. 3. That 
iraufeth endleffe rents, this union 5 by removing hii or them énly that troubled, 4. That 
‘binders not but that many more Churches, at leaft,all the members of thar Church in proceffe 
6 ftime may be infedted wheras this by cutting off the rotten members only, keeps thé reft found, 
<fog| (et Popular Government and want of authoritative Synods, the caufe of their many {chifmes, . 

oN a jzonfufions and contentions, which though by fome diffembled, yet have been by others fore 
nf f erly efpied, and now by fome of themfelves lately confeft, Sce Maiter Park. letecr to Mae 

tex Bay!y, lately printed. , 
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‘it. Ley hold-the Magiftrate cannot Lawfatly “compell 
5 Tia to enter into covenang with Ged, but being en- 
tred, they may and fhould ¢ampell:them to-keepe their Co- 
venant, Apol.p.11,1 2. 

: Rob. paptif p.242,243. Barr. ag.Giff. Preface. 


‘2. Chtiftians may and ought to fet up and conftitute new 
_ Churches, and pra@ife in them. all .the Ordinances. of God, 
withont the confent, yea, and againft the peremptory com- 
-gnands and 8 eftablifhed lawes ofa Chriftian State, yea, and 
that in the midft of, and againft.the mind of fuch Churches, 


* ‘as themfelves freely acknowledge tobe the true Churches of 


God, Anf:1032.9-p.35+| R-M.to E.Byp.2,3, 5 
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that they doe not admit ro Church fellowthip wives or children without their husbands 4 
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s4 Hus at length, Good Reader, thou haft the fu nne 
“3 ofthe Church Courles of our New England bre’: 
- threns even the way thar fo many that know ig 
not,or cannot judge of it,doe fo admire, fo defire. 
¥ © And which themfelves dee hold forth to us as 
_the onely way of God, with fuch fuperlative com. 
“mendationsin their Letters tous, as if it werea 
perfea Idea of the Conftiturion, Difcipline, and 
_ Government fet up and exerced-in and by the 
ok “© Apoftolique Chirches from point to point ; from 
the beginning (cill now of late me thinks they begin to abate) [See Mt Pare 
kers lace Letter to Mt B,priated] incylcating what rareand admirable effedts ic 
hath produced amongft them, impatient that any fhould oppofe it,or fo much 
as queftion it 3 yea, threatning us with continuance of the fword. untill. we 
Mall imbrace it: See M. Pesers. Preface, p. 1. excliiding and exploding afl 
other wayes as erroneous,falfe, wicked, and fivouring at leaft ftrongly of An- 
tichriftiani{me, But now that I have thus laid ic before thee, I I@ave it to thy 
judgement (praying God to guide thee atight therein) whether it deferye all 
this or no. As for my felfe I look for lathes from many hands and tongues, 
_but in patience (through the help of Chrift) £ fhall pofieffe my foul, being 
fupported by the confcience of mine owne integritie. And yet thatImay 
Somewhat rebate and rake off the edge cf as many mens difpleafure as I may, © | 
I thall crave leave of thee to adde a few words mare in anfwere to fome of 
the principall objeétions in defence of my felfeand this Narration. Odjedf, Tt 
will be faid perhaps by fome that this Narration is falfe, that they beleeve ie 
not,or that they have heard of others the contrary. An/w. I pray it may be 
conceived: and remembred that I have not undertaken to report things as 
there they really are,(which I could not doe, unleffe Thad been an eye wite 
neffe) but to colle& their own reports of things {cattered here and there in 
their own Papers,and-prefent them joyntly together to thy view:{o thar, whe. 
sher theixreports be true or falfe is nothingtomes; If T can cleare it toa 
candid and ingenuous Reader that Lhave not mif-reported their reports, ’ 
will be guiltleffe both before God and men: For my part I beleeve their ree 
ports so be true, as here they are reprefented to thee: Seeing they-come not 
from malignants amongitehem, or enemies to them, nor yet from men of! 
fmall or noeredit, but fuck: as are members at the leaf of their Churches, 
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- and therefore true ard reall Saints, which will not, at leaft, fhould not lye 5 
_yea,many of them officers,and fome, yea,moft of them-Minifters of the Word 
in their Churches, who as they cannot be thought.to be ignorant of, or mif- 
taken in their courfes, fo much leffe can they be teafonably fulpcéted of falle 
hood or partialitie in their relations 3 At leaft,thall not by me,who both fuf- 
ficiently know the fidelitie of the moft of thefe from whom thefe intelligences. 
come, and alfo have been by fome of them fv often-chaftened for making any. 
doubtthereof, But fuppofe thefe reports fhould not be true, or that others of, ; 
thear fhould report otherwife, this may pechaps impeach their credit, it cane 
not mine s and I thall defire of him whofvever he be chat fhall call che truth 
of this Relation in queftion (for fubftance at leafl) that he himfelfe would 
put forth atruer. It is afmalt thing tofay, Thty hold not or they doe not 
this or that,but rell uswhat they doe hold and pra@ifeytharwe may be mifled 
no longer,as hitherto. | 
. Objed. But ifthis report be true, yet (if you thinke they doe eyill) you 
fhould rather conceale your brothers faults and errours, Love covers the mul- 
titude of finnes, ay 
Ani, Love covers what Ginnes may be covered, but fome finnes cannot be 
covered, they are fo publikely committed ; and fome may not, though they | 
could becaule the concealment of them may doe hurt,to themfelves or others, 
the publike, or private wealth: in, which cafe it were both againit Pictic, 
Charisie, and Prudence to.conceale thems In both thefe refpects, I conceive, 
their courfes are not to be covered ; Firit,they cannot,at leaft in great part,bee 
ing long fince made publiketothe.world, and daily are more and more by 
their own printing, preaching, and private inftilling them into others, Se- 
condly,they may not,if they could 5 feeing by forbearance alk this while they 
have frereed like. a Gangrene into the bowels both of citie and countrey: 
and I feare we have kept theircounfell fo long, that many of them are already 
paft cure in their errour,and we almoft remedilcffe in our rents, tending unto 
pee) a er . 
 Objcé. You faould rathet-have confuted chem by arguments, &c. 
anf. This is already done in part by others, and the prefle is Rill in 
travell, readie to bring forth more and new confutations of them, 2.[hisis 
none of the worft wayes of confuting them, as J conceive , To relate them 
fully isto confure them fufficiently in the judgement of men judicious and 
uningaged, , | } 
~~  Obje, You feeme by your paralell places quoted to accufe them of Brows 
nifme,vherein you highly wrong them ? 
Anjw. True, I doe fo, and let the Reader judge upon examination and 
comparing of the places alledged,'fit be not fo: nay, ifin fome things they 
doenot build up an higher partition wall betweene themfelves and all other 
churches then ever the Brownilts did, as in their {tr:@ examination of meme 
bers, fnurginz a Church covenant diftin@ from the covenant of prace, &c. 
Bcfides,to what hath been faid inthe Narration, we may adde for further 
probabilities,and juft caufes of our fearein this kind, that 1, They fometimes 
cise, and approve of the Brownilts Books nae ftians between ug and be 
2 and 


= . a >. — 


A SwV4i b> ee x OV ay Poy — oon NS aes — = 
BOSCH LORD KOLD LCE DF CBD SCRA ONC te IIR OOP ee Oe 


| 
| 


Sra Ne ee Te So ae Een SSS = GigiaiEtmanes S 
a " wee —s i) — = —— = ery = = 
sl EE Fh rs i Ney one 4 ay . ER ee Ve EN aed Ge 
21 oe dy SNe Hh < ae X Hats Bah Key See, nn ~~! , 
; or | = a ‘ ac4 y % A 2 * he 
> - ‘ > > i ; 2 ~ aS 


ears 
> 
2 
a 
fan 


A 4 A 
> parc) 
me ax B6 


\ 
i 


J 
ify icy 
if » © 
\5 4 
AW 

i 
2. 
. 


~ Tre TPo ree xr. 


and provoke us to anfwer chem: So we are informed from fome of themfelves 
(P.B.) that they cite Rob. book for prophecie, and hold’ it wnanfwerable in 
that'poine: And their party here boaft much of Rob.jaifvand bid us anfver 
it,if we can} which book is alfo in fome fore approved by the Minifters of 
NE. in their Apology for Church covenant; pe3o 2 They ufe the fame 
arguments, and produce the {ime texts of Scripture to-the fame purpofes, aa 
~  whofeever readeth their writings may obférve. 3¢ They condemne thie 
courfes bur coldly,with a quatenwsjonly fo far and fo far, their tigiditie onelyy 
Mot fimply their feparation, Aap to'9: Po/ p.53. Apol.p. 30. Difconrferof 
Cov. pat, az. They profefie if there be any feparating Opinion amonptt’ 
- thea they hold not themfelves bound to inguire after it,nor to {eparate from 


the Brownifts for their feparating from us, ‘7. ail.to ro.gue/t, [M.H: any 
to 7. P. 4. Phey diftinguifh of feparations, one they call moderate, the 
other rigid or bitter, this they condemne, but that they ovete. “But what they 
meane by this rigid feparation, we wéll’kadw not, for even ‘the Separatifts 
themfelyes doe condensne each othets ‘tigour, the latter genérally condemne 
— fome bitterneffe ufed againft our Churches by Barrow,and Greenwood: And — 
of the latter alfo, fome (as Robtn/on) were far more moderate then the reft,, 
yet were all of them complete Separanits, and fo may thefe our brethren be’ 
, too, notwithftanding that diftin@ion. “4, They affociaté themfelves in: 
private communion,and in Ghurch communion too'with thei !So'Maftet He 
: to F.P, acknowledgeth and juftifies it alfo, See the ‘Préface'to ‘Matte?’ Gi dew 
fence of Mafter B.againft Caune. And we are credibly iniforined that H.-P. fe. 
ceived the Sacrament ina Brownifts Church here in Bowdon ; yea; fome afute’ 
us of profeft correfpondence and agreement between fore of ‘our late Apolow. 
gifts chemfelyes,and thofe of the Separation here, only that they hayéadvifed 
themto be moderate in their courfes. 6. The Brownifts themfelv¥es dée 
claime them’ as their oven, and boat of them: See Mafter G: défence of Mae 
fter Bradfhaw againtt Canne in the Preface. 7. Though inthe general they’ 
profeffe to differ much from them, yet when it comes to reckoning we Bnd i¢ 
not fo: which that it may appeare the better, let us héare our brethren them- 
felves expreffe the. differences : Ept/t. before the anf. tothe vPofitious,p. 5 3 60. 
Fhey (i.c. the rigid Separatijis) feparate fron your Congres. a no Churches, 
from tke Ordinances ditpenfed by you as meere Antichri/tiansand from yourselves 
Hno vifible Chriffians: and fo in divers ogher places: Now excepting the’ 
laft, which is proper to the moft rigid, rigid Browynifts of all. as Barrow, &c. 
which the more moderate do utterly diflike as well as thefe our brethren, 
Rob jufifp. Allche reft for ought Lyct fee (putting in the word aalawfull in 
ftead of Anticbriffian, asa milder terme ;\and by Ordinanges underftanding 
Ghurch ordinances, as they ‘needs muft) they cannor refule, by their Principles’ 
and pra@ifes but ro own them, at + 
Object. By no meanes, for they confeffe your Parochiall Congregations to’ 
be true Churches,which the other doe utterly denie. Anfiy. True, in words: 
they doe, but in effed iris far otherwife. xe In that they lay the felfe fame 
principles that the moderarer fort of Brovwynifts doe, touching Church-Cone 
Ritution, Matter, Rorme, Power, Government, Gommunion,corruptions,&e, 
ee de re Bae: which 
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| Which beihg granted; the naturall produ@ of fuch premifes muft tieeds be 
that We have no true’ Churches, and that our’ Ordinances are all walawfull, 
a. By carrying themfelves towards us,as if we Wert fio wtic’ Churches ormema. 
bets of trae Churches,for they dénie our belt ated moft eminent Chriftians all 
Church Communion with them, fo they doe not'to the inembers of anyof 
the Churches of their own way ; they withdraw themfelvés fromall Church 9 * 
éommiynion with usin the beft and pureft of our Affemblies, fo they doenor 


from the Brownifts : and whereas they hold they may not lavefully admit of s | es 
_ the members of orher Churches without’ poiver given them fo to doe,by Ler- i re 
ters-of Recommendations trom the faid Churches, yet they not only-admit} . A 
_ bat invite thoufands of the membets of our Churches to their communion le< 
without, yeayigainfttheir confents, 3. Sonictimés they approve of us but: 2s i 
faintly and coldly, many-faults they find with our Churches, little or nothing. VD) 
worthy of commendation in regard of our'Church eftate, or Church ordinan-. pe 
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ce3; Apol. pe 38. Anf.to 32.9.'p.25; 26, 27538. Di/cdour/e-of Cov.p.36, And 
when they Gila Keemeto julliBee and’ pledte For 4 5 yet then iy roars 
with fuch wncouth and far fetcht proofes, as we know not whether ro acé?pt. 


S 


ortefule their acknowledgement of the truth of our churches upon fuch cone % 
ditions be the worfe bargain 5 aswhen they fay we have true Churches, be- IXs 
eaufe knit together in’ Church covenant, though implicicé, becaufe we had ex 
true Churches planted here (in the New england’ frame ) in’ the Apofiles- Vo 


_ times;and perhaps alfo fince,&c. Anf(to 32.4 p-26. Di/coar/e of Cov.p.38,37:. 
RM; to EB. * 4. Some of then: come off as roundly as any Brownilfts doe, 
and tellus plainly that indeed we have good Materials, but we want forme,,. 
out Churches are Babels, harlots, Mafter Af, to 7,M, | 2-R: to-his parents, 
-M*S,tol.B, That we have true Churches;no right Sacramentsjnor Minifters, 
2.8. to Mts B, VT.P.to7V.R. [| RW. to 0B, | M'M.to Ie04, | M* Es tohis pS 
parents, &e, And threaten us with deftrn dion co xomine, inviting therefore all: fy 
théycan to depart from us,as from Babel, /bid. and do@trinally teaching fepa. | 
ration from us,as a dutic, .4nf to 32.9.p.32. And herein fome of them are fo 
cruelly kinde untotss, that they protefle to be grieved that we have here any 
- Préaching or Ordinances at all in our way, withing we had none‘at ‘all, that 
fo we might be forced’to fall into their Churchsywayes for the enjoyment of 
them. M?af.to 7.24. And what is hete Rid of their opinion of the ertith of 
our €hufches, the fame is for fubftance to be underftood of the truth of our: 
Church Minifterie, 
Object. You may. as well call the good old non-conformifts Brownifts, as 
thefe men who have followed them (in thefe their opinions and praGifes) as. - 
their guides.’ 4nfw, In like manner doe the Brownifts father their feparation. 
alfo upon the Non-conformifts; bur both forts do it un juftly: that the Brow 
nifts doe it unjuftly, he that will may fee by Mt Baws book againft M«Canne 
upon that very point, and in good part by another book lately printed, called 
a graveconfutation ofthe errours of the Brownilts madelong fince by fundry- 
Godly Divines,which in their times fuffred in the caufe of inconformitie: For 
my felfe at this time I may not, I will not attempt to give faristaction at. 
large to this objeQion, onely this J fay for the prefent that in fuch things: 
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wherein cither the Brownifts, or thefe brethren do mainly difer from other | 
the bef reformed Churches, they have no confent or approbation from the 
Non-conformifts at all 3 Nay, contrarily by many undeniable evidences, from. | 
their writingsand practifesic will appeare thar they have ever ftiffely oppoied. 
and confli@ed with all popular and independent government, in behalfe of 
_ that we call Presbyteriall. True, indeed fome of them,efpegially in their pos, 
Aemicke writings, while they had the Prelacie in their cye,and no cenfiderable 
adverfarie, but that roconteit withall, did perhaps fomewhae unwarily (us. 
may befall the beft, and bef learned men in fuch cafes) let fall fome fevy. 
things, which thfe brethren make. their advantage-of ; As that 4a particu. 
lar Church ought onely to confift of one Congregation, 2. That each pare 
ticular Church hath power to tranfad all its own matters, 3. That this 
power is feated in the body: Many more then thefe J doe not novy remember, 
which are in, queftion ,between.us.and. thele brethren. But a..thefe thin 8 
they hold not.as now cur brethren does. as if every. {mall company of 7, 8,.0%, 
8. might make fuch a complete Church: or Congregation to tran{aé all their, 
own butinefics independently without afliftance ofor being accountable une, 
to clafficall or higher combinations, nor that-.this power is feated in {uch.a 
Congregation without their officers, ot that they cin exercife it any others, 
wayes but by them :. But if any of, them have gone fery as its. more then 
know, fo its more then I will defends: But ifjall thee inthe Non-con fore 
mifts fenfe were granted, it would doe our brethren: little good,, 2. Bsfides 
fuppofe they had the Non-conformitts their guides in thefe three and three 
more of their Church courfes in queftion, yet would not this reach. to cover. 
and hidethe nakedneffe of all the ref, ’ a 
Objet. We fee the mot of the better fort goe this way now. Anfw.beleeye — 
Not the moft by manys burif it were fo, that were no good argument to juftie 
fie it, .Becaule of thofe that doe gothat way 4 gteat number are Anab:ptifts, 
Familifts and Antinomians, &c. who all willingly choofe to fall into the 
fame channel] of popularitie and independencie perhaps partly out of de figne, 
to make a-more.confiderable (I fay not formidable) party, that fo cither for 
favour or feare, they may be the more indulged; -partly becaufe it fuites fo 
well with mans proud nature ; for every man by his good will wouldrule, 
and no man would willingly depend upon or be obnoxious. unto ancther, 
2. Molt good mens affetions are trong , when oft their judgements are 
weake, 3. All menare ever apt to run into extremes, hence it is that whiles 
they fly prelacicall tyranny, they eafily fall into popular Anarchy. 4, The 
noveltic ofthe cuurfe. s,-The peoples good opinion of the perfons thag 
way fiding and drawing. 6, And che advantage the {aid perfons have had, “ 
whereby t> {crew them(elves further and further into the peoples good opinis 
on and effeGion, by being ever imployed in thechiefeft work of the minifterie 
in fome ofthe chiefeft of our Churches, alchouzh they have been fo farre 
from acknowledging themfelves minifters, as_that they doe not fo much 
as acknowledge themfel ves as members of any of our Churches, but as to tig 
{iccording to thei: own rule) alrogether without, Eee 
Objet. Ubis fecmes to refie@ vpon cur brethren that come out of Fol 
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dand, but thefe are not fo rigid as the reft 5 what is this Relation to them ? 
_Anfw. It concernes them I grant not fo much, nor fo diredily, yet in fome fore 
aitdoth: 1, Becaufefometimes they tellus they are of the fame way with the 
N,E. brethren. 2, Both their difputes and praétifes fo farre as they are 
knowne doe all look that ways 3. Their lying fo clofe lockt up and réferved 


; in many things makes them (I conceive not without caufe) the more fulpes 


Ged ; For truth feeks nocorners,no cloaks, If therefore now by this occafjon 


they would pleafe to put out according to their promife, nota mock-Nart2s. 


tive, a meere gull, fuch as the laft was,-but (as a true fo) a full, perfe& and. 
plaine difcovery of their opinions in thefe things trom point to point, and 
from end to end, fhould heartily rejoyce, asin the much defired fruit of this 
my poore labour; That fo all mifunderftandings and mifprifions being ree 


moved, and we rightly enformed of the juft latitude of their and our diffe. 
Fences: we mightcither more hopefully addrefle our {elves to fatisfie their 


judgements, or elfe (if that cannot be obtained) the more willingly conde- 


{cend to move (with them) for the favouring of their confciences, according 
_to the fules of Pietie and prudence, in fuch things as are capable of rolera~ 


tion and indulgence. yt left (good Reader) I fhould be tedious to thee, I 
will ceafe to purfue thef€things any further at this time, And praying the 


God of peace and truth tofend down his Spirit into all our hearts to lead us > 


into both, that we, with all his, may truth itin love, and mayvall ferve one 
God with one heart according to one way,even his own will reyealed in his. 
Word, To him I commit thee, 


‘ 


FIN IS. 


FFSL %} LCS 6) Les Ss} KC ; ©) ~ & A CASS oe ee OF ERE Be IRE 15 RE ee 


oe 


ee ee 


Ys 


f 


“Es 
‘oO 


r 
2ie SN 

Za Gy. 
am 4 ° 


~ 
> 
ey 


SKB, 
Ke We 


4 
y 


inet 


<— ia 
ed sy 
oS SO) 


-~ 


4 o 2 > 
4 (> b ve 


Ans 


. 


a a 


4 
4 
a 


. * ‘ 
. =: Gee ee aan ate ee 


baditeeeieteeae ae 
i 


ea ee 


rn 


= wey (C>' rey \ « 


Ave \ SQLZL1 =f. Ze PZ OZ SPOS athe 
= LS tO ee 


ae 
: 


a 

ta a ei CY es 

> 

RY 

a4 

7 

* 

Sd , 

ae 4 
w it 

Reg i 

Tye j 

a) H 
- ~ 

; wa q 


et gin Oa FN 


(JOP av ri 


ee 
¥ 


%) ys 


a 
Lo EI 


AZ RC 
SOPs 
Bu F jy @& VW 
Pk ‘Or Z 
)¥\ OA po 
ie ge ‘~ 
s Lote . Ps 
: SFA = 
7 OLAS 
BWA rey xX 
<3} eA GYO 
SALVA 


AS 


ate ts 
ae % SAIS 
Oy 5 465 ee 
- CA®) J bw 
of ™ % Cd oy i, A RX 
/ > = (2 Eee * 
hy CKD 
C2 OPQ OPTS oP 
F Xap 
pee - | 
> a) i OK 
ok ab 
oe SA 


WIT REN 
3 f a : 


Wake 


ae ae 


5 G ZS ‘Oe SO . = TRON A os 
MA PO ar ita a —_s A 
= eS CoN ZAP SAY Af KSEE 
; 
j 3 


PB SI PO BR BR : 


tis 


~ wt Cae See 


mA fm APM wisi nat fr fl Lo a 6%, 2, 22am Li» Lom b> Li Bs 


Caan aceeie 


SEDER aap iieeLouraner ont amer erate arden 


Bn BO, Lm 


& 


5 
Ms 


ne 


& 


Dn rn Le. 


< 


Qn 


eae 
ce 7 


